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The  Keynoter 


Editor's  Message 


This  year  was  a  year  tor  perspective.  Our  hobby  and  even  the  political  world  around  which  it  rotates  has 
been  placed  into  proper  context  by  the  events  of  September  1 1  and  its  consequences. 

My  family  is  one  that  has  always  taken  its  part  in  national  crises.  While  not  a  genuine  "military  familv," 
in  that  our  service  was  only  when  necessary,  our  branch  of  the  Kellys  began  nauonal  service  in  the  Civil  War 
when  great-great-uncle  Patrick  Kellv  served  with  the  Michigan  Volunteers.  My  grandfather  served  in  WWI 
and  WWII,  my  father  and  uncle  in  WWII,  another  uncle  in  Korea  and  my  brother  and  I  during  Vietnam. 
One  niece  is  currently  a  Navy  officer  who  was  working  in  the  Pentagon  on  September  1 1  and  was  caught  in 
the  blast,  although  thankfully  uninjured. 

The  history  that  we  celebrate  is  part  of  this  great  nation.  While  making  our  personal  contributions  to  the 
nauonal  effort,  our  collecting  and  research  of  political  Americana  is  in  itself  a  way  of  honoring  our  nation. 

The  lead  story  in  this  issue  is  about  the  most  serious  button  collector  ever  to  sit  in  the  White  House,  for- 
mer President  Bill  Clinton.  On  March  7,  2000,  he  welcomed  a  group  from  the  Clinton  chapter  into  the  oval 
office  to  talk  buttons.  Much  to  the  astonishment  of  those  APIC  members  at  the  event,  it  became  clear  that 
President  Clinton  actually  knew  about  buttons  and  even  the  APIC. 

I  had  the  same  experience  when  welcoming  him  to  the  college  where  I  work.  I  was  in  charge  of  liaison 
for  his  visit  on  September  17,  2000.  My  wife,  a  native  of  Little  Rock,  picked  a  Clinton  gubernatorial  button 
out  of  mv  collection  to  wear  and  greeted  him  bv  saving,  "Hello,  Governor!" 

She  also  brought  along  a  copy  of  The  Keynoter  issue  that  featured  his  state  items  (Vol.  1993,  No.  3).  When 
she  handed  it  to  him,  he  exclaimed,  "Hey,  I've  seen  this!  I  get  this!"  He  turned  to  then-Secretary  of 
Commerce  Norman  Mineta  and  started  showing  him  examples  of  buttons  from  his  state  campaign. 


t 


President  Clinton  pages  through  The 
Keynoter.  (LtoR)  Editor  Michael  Kelly, 
Kay  Kelly,  President  Clinton,  Secretary 
Norman  Mineta. 


Of  additional  interest  in  this  issue  are  items  from  Glen  Hunt's  collection  from  President  George  W. 
Bush's  unsuccessful  campaign  for  Congress  in  1978.  His  political  career  started  slowly  but  went  uphill  from 
there.  Perhaps  there  is  a  metaphor  in  that  for  us  all. 


Michael  Kelh 
Editor 
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After  the  disputed  election  of  2000,  we 
take  a  look  back  at  the  controversial  1876 
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handsome  items  will  be  pictured  and 
there  will  be  diverse  other  articles  as  well. 
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Clinton  Collectors 
in  the 
Oval  Office 

By  Philip  J.  Ross 
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AUGUST  14.  2000 


Standing  in  the  Oval  Office  on  March  7,  2000  with 
President  William  Jefferson  Clinton,  our  group  of  Clinton  col- 
lectors watched  as  he  carefully  surveyed  the  frame  containing 
twentv-one  buttons  and  a  Bill  Clinton  Political  Items 
Collectors  (BCPIC)  Honorary  Lifetime  Membership  certifi- 
cate. "I  have  that  one.  I  have  that  one.  I  only  had  four  of  these 
-  the  first  two  and  these  -  but  none  of  the  rest,"  he  told  us, 
pointing  to  various  buttons. 

Sixteen  of  us  representing  the  BCPIC  spent  forty-five  yen 
special  minutes  with  President  Clinton  that  beautiful  March 
afternoon.  It  quickly  became  yen'  obvious  that,  in  addition  to 
being  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  leader  of  the 
free  world.  President  Clinton  is  quite  a  political  memorabilia 
collector.  Looking  at  the  two  BCPIC  buttons  included  in  the 
frame,  the  President  pointed  at  the  1996  button,  which  adopt- 
ed the  official  1996  Clinton  Gore  logo  into  an  "I  Collect 
Clinton  Gore  96"  design  and  said,  "I  really  like  that  one."  He 
also  noted  that  the  Chapter's  special  White  House  visit  button 
used  a  photograph  taken  before  his  hair  had  turned  gray. 
These  are  but  a  few  of  the  vignettes  that  we  took  away  with  us 
from  this  very  historic  and  memorable  visit. 

Prior  to  that  March,  the  Clinton  Chapter  had  been  trying 
for  years  to  arrange  an  event  with  the  President.  Our  chapter 
Secretary,  Brad  Koplinski.  approached  the  President  on 
Christmas  Eve  of  1999  as  the  President  worked  the  crowd  in 
DCs  Union  Station  following  some  last  minute  Christmas 
shopping.  Brad  asked  the  President  if  a  White  House  event 
could  be  held.  Less  than  a  month  later.  Brad  received  a  phone 
call  from  the  White  House,  and  the  rest  is  literally  history! 
Our  \isit  marked  the  first  time  a  sitting  President  hosted  a 
meeting  with  an  organized  group  of  political  collectors  in  the 
White  House.  Additionally,  President  Clinton  is  the  first  sit- 
ting President  to  accept  a  membership  in  APIC  or  any  of  its 
chapters. 

Through  lottery,  fourteen  Chapter  members  and  two 
spouses  were  selected  to  attend  this  historic  ^Vhite  House 
event.  Members  came  from  all  over  the  country  -  Arkansas, 
Minnesota,  Ohio,  Maryland,  Virginia.  North  Carolina,  New 
York,  Indiana  and  California.  The  following  people  were  part 
of  this  historic  day:  Brad  J.  Koplinski.  Roger  Van  Sickle, 
Pamela  Boehr,  John  C.  Greene,  Joseph  Wasserman,  Bruce 
Buchanan,  Daniel  Duncan,  Andrew  Fife,  Richard  Hansen, 
David  Hvman,  Man  Monahan  (Brad's  wife),  Audrey  Ross, 
Robert  Schultz.  Suellen  Wilkinson.  Jean  Ross  (my  wife),  and 
myself. 

To  commemorate  this  \isit,  the  Chapter  crafted  a  special 
full  color  three-inch  button  with  President  Clinton's  photo- 
graph, in  numbered  and  unnumbered  versions.    Since  no 


political  collector  event  is  complete  without  some  memorabil- 
ia of  its  own,  we  felt  this  special  \isit  should  not  be  an  excep- 
tion. We  also  planned  a  dated  commemorative  ribbon  to  be 
produced  after  the  visit  to  attach  to  the  button.  My  daughter 
Audrey  and  I  also  designed  a  commemorative  program  of 
events  for  the  \isit. 

With  our  spouses'  assistance.  Brad  and  I  put  together  a 
design  for  the  frame  of  buttons  for  presentation  to  the 
President,  a  frame  that  incorporated  the  honorary  lifetime 
membership  certificate.  In  addition  to  the  two  Chapter  but- 
tons, the  following  nineteen  buttons  (with  the  state  or  organi- 
zation, if  known,  and  election  year  of  origin  separately  noted) 
comprised  the  member-donated  buttons  that  surrounded  the 
membership  certificate  in  the  frame:  Seafarers  for 
Clinton/Gore  96  (1996-international  union);  Clinton  to 
Educate  All  of  America  NYSUT  (1996-NY  union); 
Clinton /Gore  '96  Fighting  for  Quality  Health  Care 
(1996-national):  Cure  for  the  Blues  Clinton  for  President 
(1992-Maryland);  Ohio  Put  Him  Over  the  Top  in  June,  Let's 
Do  the  Same  in  November  (1992-Ohio);  Ohio  Dav 
September  14,  1995  Ohio  Democratic  Party  Clinton/Gore 
1996  (1996-White  House  event  for  Ohioans);  Nassau 
Democrats  for  Clinton/Gore  '96  (1996-New  York):  Clinton 
Gore  1996  with  an  Alaska  map  (1996-Alaska):  Minnesota  for 
Clinton  'Gore  '96  You  Betcha  I  Saw  President  Clinton  October 
28,  1996  (1996-Minnesota):  Carrying  the  Tradition  Forward 
(1992);  Clinton  Gore  '96  Democratic  National  Convention 
Indiana  Delegate  (1996-Indiana):  New  Hampshire  Clinton/ 
Gore  Putting  People  First  (1992-New  Hampshire);  Ohio 
AFSCME  Supports  Bill  Clinton  for  President  1996 
(1996-Ohio):  Students  for  Clinton  Gore  Fighting  for  Our 
Future  (1992-Pennsvlvania):  Hoosiers  for  Bill  Clinton 
(1992-Indiana):  1992  Democratic  National  Convention  Bill 
Clinton  for  President  Pennsylvania  Delegation  (1992- 
Pennsvlvania):  Clinton  Gore  '96  Montana  Voter  Roundup 
(1996-Montana):  Clinton  Dean  Racine  Vote  '96  (1996— 
Vermont) ;  and  State  Legislators  for  Clinton  Gore  '96  "Putting 
Families  First  from  Capital  to  Capital  (1996-New  Hampshire). 

I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  the  President  and  the  others 
assembled  in  the  Oval  Office.  As  I  faced  President  Clinton  in 
front  of  the  massive,  historic  desk  in  that  special  place,  I 
looked  around  at  the  room,  the  President  and  our  group,  and 
declared,  "we  are  all  in  awe  being  here  -  and  being  here  with 
you."  I  expressed  our  gratitude  that  both  Brad  and  the 
President  had  some  last  minute  Christmas  shopping  to  do  on 
Chrisunas  Eve,  and  that  the  President  had  so  graciously  invit- 
ed us  to  \isit.  I  stated  that  "we  are  proud  to  be  members  of  the 
Clinton  chapter,  collecting  memorabilia  related  to  your 


The  Keynoter 


I'.ILM'  ') 


Bill  Clinton 
Political  Items  Collectors 


*000 


White  House  Visit 
March  7,  2000 

i  yVpui/vv  - .  ... 


Above:  a  souvenir  program  printed  by  the  BCPIC  for  the  Oval 
Office  visit  (autographed  by  President  Clinton  and  secretary 
Betty  Currie).  Below:  The  BCPIC  group  outside  the  White 
House  on  March  7,  2000. 


career,  and  we  are  proud  to  share  the  hobby  of  Colli -t  ting  polit- 
ical memorabilia  with  von.  It's  great  to  have  a  fellow  political 
collector  in  the  White  House."  I  pledged  the  assistance  of 
BCPIC  to  the  Clinton  Presidential  Library  project  and  report- 
ed that  I  had  already  been  in  contact  with  the  chief  organi/ci 
for  the  library's  development.  Finally,  I  noted  that  the  (  hapter 
hoped  to  have  some  post-Presidency  events  with  the  President, 
to  which  he  responded  quite  favorably. 

Official  presentations  followed  my  remarks.  On  behalf  of 
BCPIC,  the  other  officers  in  attendance  joined  me  in  present- 
ing President  Clinton  with  an  Honorary  Lifetime  Membership 
in  BCPIC,  framed  with  the  twenty-one  buttons  described 
above,  as  well  as  a  separately  framed  Honorary  Lifetime 
Membership  in  APIC  signed  by  Chris  Heam  and  myself.  The 
President  was  thrilled  to  receive  the  memberships  and  stated 
that  he  looked  forward  to  receiving  our  publications. 

Several  of  us  also  presented  items  to  President  Clinton  per- 
sonally. My  main  gift  was  a  limited  edition  wooden  pen  I  had 
commissioned  to  be  made  by  the  renowned  actor  Robert 
Prosky.  It  was  crafted  of  wood  I  retrieved  from  President 
Clinton's  1997  inaugural  reviewing  stand  as  it  was  being  torn 
down.  The  President's  pen  was  appropriately  engraved  as 
number  one.  As  he  admired  the  pen  and  commented  on  its 
beauty,  he  also  asked  how  I  had  been  able  to  retrieve  the  wood. 
Remembering  the  evasive  techniques  I  used  to  avoid  having 
the  wood  seized  by  uniformed  White  House  Secret  Service 
agents,  I  simply  stated  that  the  story  behind  my  gathering  the 
wood  was  probably  best  not  recounted  in  that  room.  Being  a 
fellow  collector,  I  think  he  understood. 

I  also  gave  him  a  framed  black  and  white  photo  of  Senator 
J.  William  Fulbright  and  President  Lyndon  Johnson  convers- 
ing in  belly-to-belly  style  and  noted,  "This  dramatic  pose  of 
Senator  Fulbright  reminded  me  of  his  importance  to  you." 
(The  President's  first  political  job  in  Washington  was  in 
Senator  Fulbright's  Senate  office.)  The  President  was  quite 
happy  with  these  items  and  commented  in  some  detail  about 
both  of  them.  He  placed  the  pen  in  its  wooden  case  on  a  side 
table  in  the  Oval  Office  reserved  for  valuable  handmade  items 
and  other  memorabilia  of  particular  historic  significance.  (My 
wife  and  I  noted  that  the  pen  and  its  wooden  case  were  still  on 
that  table  during  the  Clintons'  December  2000  televised  tour 
of  the  Wliite  Hotrse.)  Notably,  when  I  gave  President  Clinton 
a  copy  of  the  BCPIC  newsletter,  The  Arkansas  Traveler,  with  a 
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l'l'Mi  Alabama  trigate  on  the  cover,  lie  remarked  thai  lie 
alread)  had  a  copy  of  thai  issue.  I  was  dumbfounded  and 
momentarily  speechless,  wondering  how  he  had  already 
obtained  one.  He  is  indeed  a  true  collector! 

|oe  Wasserman  presented  the  President  with  a  tie  that  pic- 
tured Democratic  political  buttons,  a  tie  that  was  being  worn 
b\  three  of  us  during  our  Oval  Office  \isit  that  day.  Brad 
Koplinski  gave  the  President  an  uncommon  variation  of  the 
famous  photograph  of  a  young  Bill  Clinton  meeting  President 
Kennedy  in  the  Rose  Garden. 


Following  presentations,  and  despite  the  best  efforts  of  th 
President's  handler  (the  "body  man")  who  kept  remindin 
him  that  he  had  more  pressing  matters  to  tend  to,  our  vis 
with  the  President  continued.  Additional  photographs  wet 
taken,  including  a  group  photograph  with  the  Presidei 
behind  his  desk.  We  were  all  stunned  when  the  visit  continue 
as  the  President  took  us  on  an  inch-by-inch  tour  of  the  Ov 
Office.  He  described  in  great  detail  items  on  the  walls,  table 
and  bookshelves.  Among  other  things,  he  told  us  about  vat 
ous  books  covering  political  campaigns  and  issues,  pointed  i 
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Honorary  Lifetime  Membership 

American  Political  Items  Collectors 


Pursuant  to  the  authority  granted  by  the  by-lam  of  the  American  Political  Items  Collectors, 
the  undersigned  hereby  confer  upon 

PRESIDENT  WILLIAM  JEFFERSON  CLINTON 

An  Honorary  Lifetime  Membership  in  the  American  Political  Items  Collectors  and  all  privileges 
appurtenant  thereto.    Executed  this  1st  day  of  February,  2000. 


Philip  |  Ross,  President 

Bill  Clinton  Political  Items  Collectors 


ChristopHeriS  Heam,  President 
American  Political  Items  Collectors 


Items  from  the  Clinton  collectors  visit  to  the  Oval  Office. 
The  "Seafarers"  button  is  one  of  those  presented  to  the  President 
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some  rare  first  editions  of  books  by  John  F.  Kennedy  and  oth- 
ers, expounded  about  other  rare  objects  such  as  unpolished 
sapphire  carvings  of  Washington,  Jefferson,  Lincoln,  and 
Eisenhower,  and  described  some  rare  political  items  in  his  own 
collection.  He  told  us  about  a  button  from  George 
Washington's  inauguration  that  he  had  recently  been  given. 
He  also  made  a  point  of  showing  us  a  huge  gold  millennium 
medal  which  portrayed  the  three  Presidents  who  were  in  office 
when  century  changes  occurred:  John  Adams,  William 
McKinley,  and  William  J.  Clinton. 

There  were  plenty  of  opportunities  to  converse  and  inter- 
act with  the  President  during  our  visit.  He  was  very  open  to 
questions  and  was  willing  to  impart  any  knowledge  he  had  to 
offer.  For  example,  when  asked  about  his  desk,  which  had 
been  used  by  many  other  presidents  including  John  F. 
Kennedy,  he  stated  that  a  previous  president  had  added  a 
front  panel  in  the  middle  of  the  desk.  He  theorized  that  it 
occurred  during  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt's  tenure  because  the 
eagle  in  the  Presidential  seal  was  looking  at  the  arrows  rather 
than  the  olive  branch.  He  stated  his  assumption  that  the  front 
panel  had  been  added  as  a  means  of  concealing  Roosevelt's 
wheel  chair. 

The  President  then  pointed  to  the  current  seals  in  the  mas- 
sive carpet  and  in  the  ceiling  medallion  and  noted  that  the 
eagle  faced  the  olive  branches  in  those  seals-a  change  made 
during  Harry  Truman's  term  of  office.  When  asked  about  his 
collection  of  items  relating  to  his  own  races  for  office,  he 
noted  that  he  had  more  from  his  1996  campaign  than  from  his 
1992  presidential  campaign. 

While  in  the  Oval  Office,  President  Clinton  obliged  several 
of  us  by  signing  special  items,  including  an  Arkansas  Traveler 
card,  a  copy  of  his  book  Between  Hope  and  History,  some  event 
programs,  and  photographs.  I  was  fortunate  to  have  him  sign 


a  special  print  of  his  1997  Inaugural  Address.  Ai  my  request, 
he  signed  and  dated  it  using  his  full  name,  William  Jefferson 
Clinton.  As  he  signed,  he  remarked  that  he  had  recently  been 
told  that  it  was  one  of  the  best  inaugural  addresses.  He  also 
signed  a  program  from  the  event  for  me  with  a  William  J. 
Clinton  Parker  Insignia  bill-signing  pen  and,  in  the  spirit  of 
collecting,  asked  how  1  had  obtained  the  pen.  Betty  Currie  also 
signed  the  program  for  me.  We  were  given  the  opportunity  to 
leave  other  items  with  Mrs.  Currie  for  signature  by  the 
President  and  were  thrilled  when  the  items  came  back  several 
weeks  later  -  all  having  been  signed  (and  many  dated)  by  the 
President. 

All  good  things  must  come  to  an  end  and  so  it  was  with  our 
visit  with  President  Clinton.  As  we  filed  out  of  the  Oval  Office, 
we  had  a  last  chance  to  share  some  personal  words  with 
President  Clinton.  Many  of  us  described  the  times  we  had  seen 
him  in  person  at  various  events,  or  shared  some  other  words 
or  tidbits.  All  were  left  with  a  sense  of  disbelief  that  we  had  just 
shared  so  much  time  with  the  President  in  the  Oval  Office  - 
particularly  a  President  whose  memorabilia  we  all  collect. 

With  help  from  those  in  attendance,  a  special  issue  of  The 
Arkansas  Traveler  was  devoted  entirely  to  the  WTiite  House 
visit  and  includes  everyone's  recollections  of  that  special  day, 
recollections  that  also  helped  shape  this  article.  I  think  Joe 
Wasserman  came  closest  to  summing  up  our  feelings  about 
what  he  called  his  most  wonderful  political  collecting  experi- 
ence: "What  an  incredible  event!  I'm  still  pinching  myself.  It 
was  button  fantasy  camp."* 


Philip  J.  Ross  is  President  of  the  Bill  Clinton  Political  Items 
Collectors  (BCPIC),  a  chapter  of  APIC. 


APIC  member  and  BCPIC  president  Phil  Ross  presents  the  President  with  a  pen  made  of 
wood  taken  from  the  1 997  inaugural  reviewing  stand. 
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The  Rest  of  the  Story... 
and  the 
Beginning  of  a  New  Story! 


By  Philip  J.  Ross 


Paul  Harvey,  whether  you  like  him  or  not,  has  coined  a 
phrase  that  no  dotibt  will  live  on  for  years:  "And  now  the  rest 
of  the  story."  Bill  Clinton  Political  Items  Collectors  (BCPIC) 
can  now  tell  the  rest  of  the  story  that  started  on  March  7, 
2000,  as  well  as  the  beginning  of  a  new  story. 

For  BCPIC  members,  as  for  the  rest  of  the  country, 
January  2001  was  a  time  of  transition.  President  Clinton  left 
office  and  President  George  W.  Bush  assumed  office.  At  the 
other  end  of  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  a  new  Clinton  took  office 
as  Senator  Hillary  Rodham  Clinton  began  her  term  repre- 
senting New  York.  Our  chapter  has  always  considered  that 
our  scope,  like  that  of  the  Kennedy  chapter,  extends  to  fami- 
ly members  and  associates  of  the  President  who  later  embark 
on  political  careers  in  their  own  right.  Therefore  Senator 
Clinton's  campaign  and  tenure  in  office  provide  fresh  oppor- 
tunities for  Clinton  collectors  to  fill  their  Riker  mounts! 

I  was  invited  by  fellow  BCPIC  member  Charlie  Greinsky 
and  his  wife  Ilene  to  join  them  at  a  party  they  were  hosting 
for  the  Clintons  on  Staten  Island,  New  York  on  July  22,  2001. 
I  accepted  their  generous  imitation  and  gathered  some 
items  to  take  up  for  possible  signature  as  well  as  some  items  I 
wanted  to  give  to  former  President  Clinton.  I  also  checked 
with  Charlie  to  see  if  he  would  be  willing  to  join  me  in  pre- 
senting an  Honorary  Lifetime  Membership  in  BCPIC  to 
Senator  Clinton.  Charlie  agreed  and  I  made  up  a  member- 
ship certificate  to  match  that  given  to  President  Clinton  in 


A  grand  visit 

President  Clinton  and  Senator  Clinton's 
historic  visit  to  the  Greinsky  Residence 
Staten  Island,  New  York 
July  22,  2001 

the  Oval  Office  and  had  Brad  Koplinski  sign  his  name  next 
to  mine. 

The  Clinton  visit  provided  a  great  opportunity  to  see  the 
Clintons  in  action  in  New  York  as  they  worked  the  crowd  in 
a  relaxed  atmosphere  far  from  the  pressure  of  Washington, 
DC.  Both  the  President  and  Senator  were  very  gracious  and 
signed  items  for  those  asking  and  also  accepted  items  given 
to  them.  Two  buttons  produced  by  Charlie  also  commem- 
orate the  event;  one  was  handed  out  that  day  and  another 
incorporates  a  photograph  taken  by  a  news  photographer 
at  the  event.  At  the  end  of  their  visit,  Charlie  arranged  for 
us  to  join  the  Clintons  for  the  presentation.  As  the  President 
looked  on,  I  presented  the  certificate  to  Senator  Clinton, 
pointing  out  that  we  had  made  a  similar  presentation  to  the 
President  in  the  Oval  Office  in  2000. 

I  turned  to  President  Clinton  and  noted  that  our  group 
owed  its  existence  to  him.  Only  one  photograph  documents 
the  presentation  -  and  regrettably,  the  photographer  chose 
only  to  include  President  Clinton's  left  arm  along  with 
Charlie,  Senator  Clinton,  and  me.  But  at  the  end  of  the  day, 
the  rest  of  the  story  was  that  BCPIC  now  has  two  honorary 
members  -  former  President  Clinton  and  Senator  Clinton! 
BCPIC  also  made  history  again  -  this  time  in  presenting  a 
membership  to  the  first  former  First  Lady  to  serve  in  the 
United  States  Senate!  And  that  is  also  the  beginning  of  a 
new  story!* 


APIC  members  Charlie  Greinsky  and  Phil  Ross  present  Sen.  Hillary  Clinton  with  an  honorary  BCPIC  membership  certificate. 
President  Clinton's  hand  is  entering  the  photo  from  the  left.  A  sign  of  how  excited  the  host  was  about  the  event  is  the  fact  that 
two  collector  buttons  were  made  -  one  for  the  event  and  one  afterwards  -  both  of  which  refer  to  the  visit  as  "historic." 
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Who  is  Dorie  Miller... 


...and  why  is  he  on  a  button? 


This  year  our  nation 
experienced  the  shock  of  an 
unexpected  attack  by  a  for- 
eign foe  without  formal  declaration  of  war.  Sixty  years  ago, 
on  December  7,  1941  when  the  U.S.  Navy  base  at  Pearl 
Harbor  was  struck  by  a  sneak  attack  from  the  Japanese 
Empire,  there  were  many  victims  and  many  heroes. 

One  of  the  most  unusual  heroes  -  at  least  one  of  the  most 
unexpected,  given  the  social  conditions  of  the  day  -  was  a 
man  with  the  unusual  name  of  Doris  Miller.  Known  to  his 
friends  as  "Dorie,"  Miller  was  a  native  of  Waco,  Texas  and 
dropped  out  of  high  school  to  help  support  his  sharecropper 
family.  He  joined  the  U.S.  Navy  in  1939  to  earn  the  salary  of 
$50  a  month,  sending  much  of  it  back  to  Texas  to  help  his 
family. 

African-Americans  had  been  an  integral  part  of  the  U.  S. 
Navy  since  the  days  of  John  Paul  Jones,  but  in  the  days  before 
Pearl  Harbor,  black  Americans  were  only  allowed  to  serve  the 
Navy  as  mess  attendants  and  cooks.  Black  seamen  were  strict- 
ly segregated  in  "the  best  interests  of  general  ship  efficiency." 

Despite  the  restriction,  when  the  Japanese  made  their 
infamous  sneak  attack  at  Pearl  Harbor,  Mess  Attendant 
Second  Class  Dorie  Miller  took  over  an  abandoned  machine 
gun  aboard  the  battleship  West  Virginia  and  turned  it  on  the 
Japanese,  becoming  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  day. 

The  harsh  segregation  policy  in  effect  in  the  Navy  at  that 
time  meant  that  Miller  had  never  been  trained  in  the  opera- 
tion of  a  machine  gun,  but  that  didn't  stop  him  from  blasting 
away  at  the  attacking  airplanes.  Witness  reported  that  his 
marksmanship  was  astonishing.  While  the  chaos  of  the  bat- 
tle meant  that  a  fully  acctirate  assessment  of  Miller's  shooting 
skill  could  not  be  made,  he  was  officially  credited  with  shoot- 
ing down  two  Japanese  planes  and  some  witnesses  insisted 
that  he  had  shot  down  six. 

Miller  described  firing  the  machine  gun  during  the  battle: 
"It  wasn't  hard.  I  just  pulled  the  trigger  and  she  worked  fine." 

For  weeks  after  Pearl  Harbor,  the  nation's  newspapers  and 
radio  news  programs  hummed  with  the  story  of  an 
"unnamed  Negro  messman  hero"  but  it  took  until  March  14, 
1942  for  the  Pittsburgh  Courier  io  actually  identify  Dorie  Miller 
as  the  hero. 

Miller's  bravery  and  skill  made  him  one  of  the  first  heroes 
of  World  War  II.  He  was  commended  by  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  Frank  Knox  and  received  the  Navy  Cross  (the  Navy's 
highest  medal)  personally  from  Admiral  Chester  W.  Nimitz, 
the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Pacific  Fleet.  Miller  was  cited 
for  his  "distinguished  devotion  to  duty,  extreme  courage,  and 


By  Michael  Kelly 


disregard  for  his  own  personal  safety  during  the  attack." 

Speaking  of  Miller,  Nimitz  remarked: 

"This  marks  the  first  time  in  this  conflict  that 
such  high  tribute  has  been  made  in  the  Pacific 
Fleet  to  a  member  of  his  race  and  I'm  sure  that 
the  future  will  see  others  similarly  honored  for 
brave  acts." 

For  much  of  1942,  Miller  traveled  the  country  promoting 
the  sale  of  war  bonds.  His  picture  appeared  on  a  Navy 
recruiting  poster.  School,  parks  and  buildings  were  named 
for  him  and  -  yes  -  buttons  were  issued  proclaiming  "The 
Hero  of  Pearl  Harbor  -  Dorie  Miller." 

Sadly,  his  heroism  did  not  change  Navy  policy  and 
Seaman  Miller  went  back  to  work  as  a  cook.  Assigned  to  the 
escort  carrier  USS  Liscome  Bay,  he  was  on  board  that  ship  on 
Thanksgiving  Day  1943,  when  it  was  torpedoed  by  a  Japanese 
submarine.  Within  minutes  the  ship  had  sunk.  Among  the 
646  dead  was  Dorie  Miller.  Despite  the  prejudice  that 
marked  his  career  in  the  Navy,  Seaman  Doris  Miller  died  the 
honorable  death  of  an  American  warrior. 

In  addition  to  the  Navy  Cross,  Miller  was  entitled  to  the 
Purple  Heart  Medal;  the  American  Defense  Service  Medal, 
Fleet  Clasp;  the  Asiatic-Pacific  Campaign  Medal;  and  the 
World  War  II  Victory  Medal.  In  1973,  the  US  Navy  commis- 
sioned the  frigate  USS  Miller  named  in  his  honor.  In  1991, 
a  bronze  commemorative  plaque  honoring  Doris  Miller  was 
dedicated  at  the  Miller  Family  Park  located  on  the  U.S.  Naval 
Base,  Pearl  Harbor.* 
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1978:  Bush  and  Cheney  for  Congress 

By  Michael  Kelly 


Bush  for 
Congress 

President  George  W.  Bush  first  ran  for  public  office  in 
1978,  as  his  father  was  gearing  up  for  his  1980  run  at  the 
White  House.  This  brochure  is  from  the  younger  Bush's 
congressional  race. 


Most  presidential  contenders  bring  into  their  campaign 
for  the  nation's  top  job  an  extensive  track  record  of  electoral 
success.  President  Clinton,  for  instance,  ran  for  public  office 
as  soon  as  he  left  college  and  barely  an  election  was  held  in 
Arkansas  between  1974  and  1992  without  the  name  Bill 
Clinton  appearing  on  an  Arkansas  ballot.  He  first  ran  for 
Congress  in  1974,  losing  to  longtime  GOP  Congressman 
John  Paul  Hammerschmidt.  He  followed  that  loss  with  a  suc- 
cessful run  for  state  attorney  general  and  then  governor, 
ending  his  political  career  (at  least  to  date)  with  a  record  of 
seven  wins  and  two  defeats. 

By  contrast,  both  President  George  W.  Bush  and  Vice 
President  Dick  Cheney  reached  the  top  of  the  political  pyra- 
mid without  having  battled  their  way  through  a  large  num- 
ber of  elections.  President  Bush  ran  for  public  office  only 
three  times,  starting  -  like  Clinton  -  with  an  unsuccessful 
race  for  Congress.  Of  the  three  men,  only  Dick  Cheney  has 
never  lost  an  election,  but  then  he  never  ran  for  an  office 
higher  than  the  U.S.  Congress.  All  three  picked  U.S. 
Congress  as  the  place  to  begin  their  electoral  career  -  but 
only  Cheney  actual  made  to  the  House. 

George  W.  Bush  sought  a  congressional  seat  from 
Midland,  Texas  in  1978.  The  seat  was  left  open  by  the  retire- 
ment of  Rep.  George  McMahon,  a  Democrat  who  had  held 
the  seat  for  44  years.  George  W.  was  a  businessman  in  the  oil 
industry  with  a  BA  from  Yale,  an  MBA  from  Harvard  and  his 
wings  as  a  pilot  with  the  Texas  National  Guard.  Although  he 
didn't  make  much  of  the  fact  in  his  congressional  race,  he 
was  also  the  son  of  a  U.S.  Congressman  and  the  grandson  of 
a  U.S.  Senator. 

Bush  had  a  tough  battle  in  the  GOP  primary,  facing 
Mayor  Jim  Reese  and  Joe  Hickox.  Although  he  led  in  the  pri- 
mary, he  won  less  than  a  majority  and  had  to  face  Reese  in  a 
runoff.  He  won  the  runoff  but  was  weakened  as  he  went  into 
the  general  election  against  the  Democratic  nominee,  state 
senator  Kent  Hance. 

It  was  a  hard  fought  contest,  as  befits  a  congressional  seat 
that  hadn't  been  without  the  same  incumbent  in  22  elec- 
tions. Nonetheless,  the  race  was  a  polite  one.  At  the  end  of 
the  campaign,  Hance  said  that  he  and  Bush  were  friends; 
"even  though  we  disagreed,  we  disagreed  without  being  dis- 
agreeable." Hance's  victory  over  Bush  was  52%  to  48%.  Kent 
Hance  became  only  the  second  congressman  Texas'  19th 
congressional  district  had  ever  had. 

That  same  year,  Dick  Cheney  was  also  seeking  a  seat  in 
Congress.  Having  served  as  Chief  of  Staff  to  President 
Gerald  Ford  at  the  age  of  34,  Cheney's  career  options  were 
open  after  Ford's  1976  loss  to  Jimmy  Carter.  Returning  to  his 
home  state  of  Wyoming,  he  found  the  state's  only  congres- 
sional seat  open  due  to  a  retirement. 

Cheney  jumped  into  the  race  and  faced  a  hard  GOP  pri- 
mary against  Ed  Witzenburger  and  Jack  Gage.  He  won  the 
primary  despite  -  interestingly  -  having  spent  part  of  the  cam- 
paign in  the  hospital  recovering  from  a  heart  attack.  In  the 
general  election,  Cheney  faced  Democratic  lawyer  Bill 
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Something  you  can 
hold  onto. 

Buch 

■  Gec-geW  Bush  for  Congress 


Frequently,  I  hear:  "My  vote  won't 
make  any  difference,"  "Apathy  is  a 
statement  of  non-support,"  and  always 
"Something  needs  to  be  done." 
Hold  on. 

I'm  concerned  about  what  you  think. 
I  know  that  one  person  can  make  a 
difference  —  in  assuring  equal 
opportunity  for  all  of  us  to  reach  our 
potentials,  fair  profit  incentives  and  a 
limited  central  government.  My 
singular  promise  is  that  I'll  work 
tirelessly  in  Congress  for  these 
independent  values  West  Texans 
believe  in  and  live  by. 
That's  something  you  can  hold  on  to. 


Pd  Pol  Adv  George  W  Bush  lor  Congress  Committee 
Joe  1  O'Neill  III.  Treas  P  O  Box  3429  Midland.  Texas  79702 


Above:  The  front  and  back  sides  of  a  handout  card  from  the  1978  Bush  congressional  race.  The  photo 
used  in  this  card  makes  George  W.  Bush  look  much  like  his  brother,  Jeb  Bush.  Jeb  would  go  on  to  be 
elected  Governor  of  Florida  in  1998.  Below:  A  bumper  sticker  (shown  reduced)  from  that  same  race. 
After  losing  his  congressional  race,  George  W.  Bush  didn't  run  for  public  office  until  the  1994  race  for 
Governor  of  Texas. 
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Bagley.  It  was  a  spirited  campaign,  but  Cheney  won  with  38% 
of  the  vote. 

"  During  the  campaign  we  were  ven  civil,"  Baglev  recalled 
later.  "It  was  that  kind  of  campaign.  We  were  pretty  much  on 
the  issues  and  trving  to  run  a  campaign  we  could  each  be 
proud  of." 

In  1980.  Chenev  defeated  Democrat  businessman  Jim 
Rogers  with  69%.  In  1982.  he  pushed  his  victory  margin  up 
to  72%  over  Democratic  challenger  Ted  Hommel.  In  1984. 
he  faced  two  opponents:  Democratic  Hugh  McFadden  and 
Libertarian  Craig  Alan  McCune.  Chenev  won  73%  to 
McFadden  "s  24%  and  McCune's  2%. 

In  1986.  a  maverick  Democrat  named  Rick  Gilmore  ran 


an  aggressive  campaign  against  Congressman  Chenev  for 
being  unresponsive  to  Wvoming's  needs.  Despite  Gilmore's 
energetic  efforts.  Chenev  easilv  won  re-election  with  69%  of 
die  vote. 

The  last  time  he  ran  for  Congress,  he  faced  three  oppo- 
nents. The  1988  campaign  featured  Democratic  lawver 
Bryan  Sharratt.  Libertarian  McCune  again  and  independent 
Al  Hamburg.  Again,  Cheney  won  easily,  although  his  margin 
against  his  three  challengers  dropped  to  66%.  which  would 
be  considered  a  landslide  in  most  districts. 

The  1988  election  also  brought  a  Bush  to  the  White 
House  and  President  George  Bush  chose  Congressman  Dick 
Chenev  as  his  Secretary  of  Defense,  thus  putting  him  in  a 


George  Bush: 

Hell  Be 

auCanDo" 
Congressman 


pip    ii  ■  1 

an-  

Page  from  one  of  Bush's  campaign  booklets. 


noter 


West  Texans  want  a  Congressman  who  not  only 
understands  the  special  problems  of  this  district 
but  will  be  able  to  do  something  about  them.  A 
Congressman  who  will  learn  the  ropes  guickly, 
who  will  be  listened  to,  who  will  get  action.  We' 
want  a  Congressman  who  will  be  effective  right 
now,  not  years  from  now. 

George  Bush  will  be  that  kind  of  Congressman. 

Knowledgeable,  articulate,  energetic  and  commit- 
ted to  serving  all  West  Texans,  George  Bush  is 
uniguely  gualified  to  represent  us  in  Washington. 


Top:  Bumper  sticker  (shown  reduced).  Bottom:  Page  from  one  of  Bush's  campaign  booklets. 
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Above:  Two  Dick  Cheney  congressional  buttons. 
Right:  Photo  of  George  and  Laura  Bush  from  1978  cam- 
paign brochure.  Below:  1978  yard  sign  (shown  reduced). 


position  to  be  a  kev  figure  in  the  Desert  Storm  victory. 

George  W.  Bush,  meanwhile,  stepped  out  of  electoral  pol- 
itics after  his  losing  congressional  race.  Although  active  in 
his  father's  presidential  campaigns,  the  younger  Bush 
focused  his  attention  on  his  business  career.  It  wasn't  until 
1994  that  he  re-entered  the  arena  as  a  candidate  for  Texas 
governor.  When  he  announced  against  popular  incumbent 
Ann  Richards,  Bush  wasn't  thought  to  be  a  likelv  winner  but 
his  upset  victory  and  landslide  re-election  laid  the  founda- 
tion for  his  presidential  bid.  Yet  it  is  good  to  remember  that 
his  political  career  began  back  in  1978  with  that  unsuccess- 
ful race  for  Congress.* 


Pd.  Pol  Adv  George  W  Bush  for  Congress  Committee  Joe  I.  O'Neill  III.Treas  P.O.  Box  3429  Midland. Texas  79702  91S/682-8614. 
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George  Bush  for  Congress 


BACKGROUND: 

Born  July  6,  1946  and  raised  in  Midland,  Texas 
Education-Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Yale  University 
Masters  in  Business  Administration 
from  Harvard  University 
Military— U.S.  Air  Force  and  Texas  Air  National  Guard 

Piloted  the  F-102  air  craft 
Business- Independent  Oil  and  Gas  Producer 

Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Field  Services,  Inc., 
an  Odessa  based  service  company 
Member  National  Federation  of  Independent  Business 
Civic-- Chairman  of  the  1977-78  Cancer  Crusade 
Little  League  Baseball  coach 
Member  of  First  Presbyterian  Church 
Married  to  Laura  Welch  Bush  of  Midland 


Dear  Fellow  West  Texan: 

Please  take  the  time  to  read  this  issue  paper.  I  have  written  it  myself  so  that  you  may 
have  a  better  understanding  of  my  opinions,  convictions,  and  the  important  role  we 
share  in  the  future  of  West  Texas. 

I  realize  that  our  problems  are  immense  and  complicated.  Some  feel  strongly  that  the 
momentum  of  power  away  from  the  people  is  unstoppable.  But  I  believe  that  our 
problems  can  be  solved  and  our  government  can  be  made  more  accountable  to  the 
people.  That  is  why  I  am  asking  for  your  support.  Our  government  has  performed 
reasonably  in  the  past  and  can  do  so  in  the  future.  I  am  optimistic  about  our  nation 
and  the  opportunities  that  lie  ahead  for  West  Texas. 

Promises  have  long  been  the  tool  of  many  politicians.  During  my  campaign  I  am 
making  only  one  promise:  I  will  work  tirelessly  to  represent  the  interests  of  all  West 
Texans  in  Washington. 

I  grew  up  in  this  part  of  the  state,  and  I  understand  the  values  and  traditions  which 
unite  us.  I  was  raised  in  a  political  atmosphere  and  value  the  tradition  of  public 
service.  I  look  forward  to  the  opportunity  and  challenge  of  being  your  representative 
in  the  United  States  Congress.  But  I  cannot  do  it  alone. 

My  thoughts  on  the  major  issues  are  on  the  reverse  side  of  this  page.  Please  read 
them  and  help  me  implement  them. 

Sincerely, 
George  Bush 


Major  issues  are  discussed  on  the  reverse  side 

Pd.  Pol.  Adv  George  W   Bush  for  Congress  Committee   Joe  I.  O'Neill  III,  Treas.  P  O.  Box  3429  Midland,  Texas  79702. 
A  copy  of  our  report  is  filed  with  [he  Federal  Elections  Commission  and  is  available  for  purchase  from  the  Federal  Elections  Commission,  Washington,  D  C 


Page  16 


The  Kevnoter 


Internet 

By  Steve  Baxley 

Amazing  new  finds  continue  to  appear  on  die  Internet 
in  auction  sites  like  Ebav.  Once  again,  we'll  try  to  share  a 
few  recent  treasurers  that  have  emerged. 

Preyioush  unknown  textiles  keep  appearing  on  die 
Internet,  some  of  diem  of  magnificent  quality.  Look  at  this 
1844 James  Polk  ribbon  (figure  1).  complete  with  a  picture, 
the  name  of  running  mate  George  Dallas  and  a  reference 
("Texas  Oregon")  to  the  key  issue  of  the  campaign.  Wow! 

How  many  Zacharv  Taylor  items  (figure  2)  do  you  ever 
see?  Here's  an  incredible  Taylor  item  featuring  a  reverse 
painting  on  glass.  The  item  is  approx.  2"  x  2  1  2"  and  is 
pan  of  a  yen  ornate  and  beautiful,  cast  brass  clip,  probably 
used  to  hold  documents  and  papers.  The  entire  clip  mea- 
sures approx.  6  1/4"  long  and  feauires  intricately  detailed 
figures  including  an  eagle.  2  beayers  (or  wild  cats)  and  flo- 
ral and  leaf  designs.  The  clip  is  attached  by  a  spring  to  a  cast 
brass  base.  It  is  in  fantastic  color  and  is  a  wonderful  exam- 
ple of  the  sort  of  personal  material  produced  in  die  1840s. 

The  pictured  ribbon  from  General  Winfield  Hancock's 
1880  race  for  the  White  House  (figure  3)  may  be  simple  in 
terms  of  graphics  but  look  what  it  contains:  the  candidate's 
name,  a  state  name  (Indiana,  always  a  critical  battleground 
state  in  those  days) .  the  date,  a  reference  to  the  wearer  as  a 
yeteran  (Ci\il  War,  most  likely)  and  a  shamrock.  The  sham- 


Treasures 

i  Michael  Kelly 

rock  may  not  be  a  good  hick  sign  (diat  would  require  four 
leaves,  not  diree).  It  well  may  refer  to  the  Irish-Americans, 
who  fought  valiantly  in  die  war  but  whose  political  loyalties 
remained  with  the  Democrats  .  Within  the  shamrock  is  the 
symbol  of  one  of  Hancock's  military  units.  All  and  all.  a 
nice  ribbon. 

I  suspect  this  Blaine-Logan  cigar  holder  from  1888  (fig- 
ure 4 1  may  have  been  a  parody  of  a  popular  illustration  of 
the  period.  It  shows  James  G.  Blaine  as  a  naked  chemb 
with  his  arm  around  a  dog  with  the  head  of  ninning  mate 
John  Logan.  The  base  carries  the  legend  "Me  and  Jack" 
The  white  chalkware  piece  is  6  3/4"  high  and  5  1/2"  wide. 

Great  locals  can  been  found  on  die  Internet  too.  Look 
at  this  ribbon  for  Soudi  Carolina's  Senator  "Pitchfork  Ben" 
Tillman  (figure  5).  One  of  the  most  \icious  racist  rabble- 
rousers  of  the  "Restoration"  of  the  lily-white  South  in  the 
post-Reconsuaiction  era.  Democrat  Tillman  was  a  strong 
supporter  of  William  Jennings  Bnan.  This  ribbon  cites  the 
"16  to  1"  theme  within  circles  that  might  represent  silver 
and  gold  coins.  It  also  lists  "Denver  1896."  which  might 
refer  to  an  event  where  "the  Tillman  Club"  was  active  or 
may  be  the  location  where  a  club  of  Democrats  who 
admired  Tillman  might  be  located. 

There  are  Internet  treasurers  for  hopefuls  too.  Take  a 


Three  great  early  items  found  on  the  Internet:  an  1844  James  Polk  ribbon  (figure  1 ).  a  Zacharv  Taylor  cast  brass  clip  (figure 
2)  and  an  1880  Winfield  Hancock  ribbon  (figure  3). 
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Upper  right:  1888  Blaine-Logan  cigar  holder  (figure  4) 
showing  Blaine  with  his  arm  around  a  dog  with  the  head 
of  Logan.  Upper  left:  1896  ribbon  for  "Pitchfork  Ben" 
Tillman  (figure  5).  Center  left:  two  cartoon  buttons, 
one  from  1900  (figure  6)  boosting  Admiral  George 
Dewey  as  "Our  Next  President"  and  one  from  1908  (fig- 
ure 8)  showing  William  Taft  hugging  a  Teddy  Bear,  sym- 
bol of  a  supportive  TR.  Bottom:  a  1904  Parker-Davis 
jugate  shaving  mug  (figure  7)  and  Parker  cigar  box  label 
(figure  7a). 
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look  at  the  amazing  cartoon  button  from  1900  (figure  6) 
showing  a  rather  stout  Uncle  Sam  admiring  a  portrait  of 
Spanish-American  W  ar  hero  Admiral  George  Dewev.  "Our 
\c\i  Piesident"  predicts  the  button  and  that  almost  came 
true  as  enthusiasm  for  De\vev  threatened  to  unseat 
President  McKinle\  and  both  Republicans  and  Democrats 
courted  the  admiral.  Dewev  turned  out  to  lack  the  needed 
political  skills,  however,  and  the  Dewey-for-President  boom 
faded  quickly. 

TR's  hapless  opponent  Alton  B.  Parker  didn't  get  many 
votes  in  1904,  but  take  a  look  at  this  great  Parker-Davis 
jugate  shaving  mug  that  showed  up  on  the  Internet  recent- 
1\  |  figure  7).  Imagine  finding  that  at  a  flea  market!  Next  to 
it  is  a  fine  graphic  from  that  campaign,  featuring  "The  Chief 
Judge"  cigars  (figure  7a),  a  reference  to  the  fact  that  Parker 
was  the  chief  judge  of  New  York  State's  highest  court. 

The  election  of  1908  pro\ided  a  blockbuster  Taft  item. 
Taft's  nomination  and  election  was  almost  wholly  attribut- 
able to  the  strong  support  he  received  from  President 
Theodore  Roosevelt.  This  cartoon  button  (figure  8)  pic- 
tures Taft  holding  a  Teddy  Bear,  emphasizing  Roosevelt's 
endorsement  of  Taft  for  President. 

W  illiam  Jennings  Bryan  wasn't  a  drinking  man,  but  that 
didn't  stop  whiskey  manufacturer  George  Bieler  and  Sons 
from  putting  the  1908  Brvan-Kern  ticket  (accompanied  by  a 
crowing  rooster)  on  its  whiskey  label  (figure  9) .  This  item 
sold  for  $1875  on  the  Internet.  Not  bad  for  an  empty  bottle 
of  booze. 

A  spectacular  Internet  find  is  the  Wilson  and  Patton 
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jugate  theatrical  slide  from  the  1916  California  senatorial 
election  (figure  10  -  on  back  cover).  These  slides  were 
shown  at  theatres  before  the  main  show,  much  as  filmed 
commercials  are  starting  to  appear  in  movie  theaters  today. 
In  1916,  George  Smith  Patton,  the  father  of  the  famous 
WWII  general  with  the  same  name,  was  the  Democratic  can- 
didate for  the  U.S.  Senate  in  California.  The  elder  Patton 
had  been  District  Attorney  of  Los  Angeles  County,  and  ran 
against  then-Governor  Hiram  Johnson  for  the  Senate  seat. 

During  1916,  the  candidate's  son  was  an  aide  to  General 
Pershing  in  the  punitive  Expeditionary  Force  that  pursued 
Pancho  Villa  in  Mexico.  The  son  was  injured  when  a  gaso- 
line lantern  exploded  in  his  tent,  and  the  younger  George 
Patton  accompanied  his  father  on  several  campaign  trips 
with  his  head  and  face  covered  in  bandages.  The  candi- 
date's son  did  not  respect  WTilson  and  thought  that  Wilson's 
Preparedness  Program  was  a  sham.  However,  he  is  said  to 
have  encouraged  his  father,  "Don't  go  into  it  halfway  but 
whoop  it  up  and  tell  them  all  sorts  of  lies." 

Hiram  Johnson  feared  that  Old  Guard  Republicans 
would  vote  for  Patton,  but  Johnson  beat  Patton  by  296,000 
votes  (61%  of  the  vote).  California  played  a  critical  role  in 
the  presidential  race  that  year.  Wilson  won  the  1916  elec- 
tion when  he  defeated  Charles  Evans  Hughes  in  California 
by  less  than  4,000  votes. 

The  1"  celluloid  Hoover-Curtis  jugate  (figure  11) 
appeared  on  the  Internet.  The  fine  graphics  include  two 
oval  portraits  separated  by  a  "fasces,"  the  bundle  of  rods  con- 


The  back  pockets  of  many  a  loyal  Democrat  must  have  carried  whiskey  bot- 
tles like  this  in  1908  (figure  9).  The  label  pictures  the  Bryan-Kern  ticket  with 
the  party  symbol  of  a  rooster.  The  label  is  shown  enlarged  on  the  right. 
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taining  an  ax.  A  "fasces"  was  a  symbol  of  authority  dating 
bark  to  the  Roman  Empire  and  later  was  adopted  by  Benito 
Mussolini  as  the  symbol  of  his  regime,  inspiring  the  term  "fas- 
cist." I  doubt  that  Hoover  (who  was  a  progressive  in  terms  of 
the  Twenties)  used  it  as  anything  but  a  classical  decoration. 

Some  more  hopeful  items  include  a  Will  Rogers  for 
President  belt  buckle  (figure  12)  and  a  makeup  compact  for 
ladies  supporting  Robert  A.  Taft  for  President  (figure  13). 

Finally  Kennedy-Johnson  collectors  must  have  drooled 
when  this  unusual  jugate  poster  (figure  14)  appeared  in 
cyberspace.* 


LET  S  BACK 
THE  TEAM  OF 


(Continued  from  page  20) 

either  neighborhood  ward  bosses  or  people  of  local  fame. 

The  second  item  is  of  newer  vintage,  and  is  the  only  col- 
lectible I  have  found  referring  to  Dr.  Barnard.  It  is  fitting 
that  the  button  is  in  orange  and  black-Halloween 
colors-since  it  has  a  ghoulish  undercurrent.  It  refers  to  Dr. 
Christian  Barnard,  the  South  African  surgeon  who,  in 
1967,  performed  the  first  human  heart  transplant  opera- 
tion. At  the  time,  this  was  such  an  exciting  new  concept 
that  it  captured  the  public  imagination,  and  Dr.  Barnard 
became  famous  around  the  world.  From  the  start,  the 
stumbling  block  to  transplant  surgery  has  been  the  short- 
age of  donors,  as  suggested  on  this  button.  Even  today, 
drive  carefully,  or  you,  too,  could  be  an  accidental  donor.* 


DRIVE 
CAREFULLY... 

DR.  BARNARD 

IS  WAITING 


KENNEDY 
JOHNSON 
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Collecting  History 


By  Robert  Fratkin 


Several  years 
ago,  I  was  talking  to  a 
collector  who  special- 
ized in  one  candidate, 
collecting  any  button 
that  pictured,  men- 
tioned or  referred  to 
his  candidate.  I  asked 
him  if  he  would  write 
some  short  explanato- 
ry pieces  for  The 
Keynoter  about  some 
of  the  more  interest- 
ing pieces  in  his  col- 
lection. His  response 
surprised  me.  He  said 
*  that  he  didn't  know 
anything  about  the 
background  or  history  of  die  items  in  his  collection,  he  just 
collected  them.  I  realized  then  that  what  separated  tis  was 
that  I  didn't  collect  memorabilia,  I  collected  history. 

The  stories  behind  many  of  the  items  in  my  collection 
were  the  yen  reasons  that  I  had  collected  them.  As  many 
of  you  know,  I  love  American  and  English  history.  But 
more  to  the  point,  I  believe,  as  did  the  English  historian 
Thomas  Carlyle,  that  great  people  make  history,  rather 
than  history  making  great  people.  Would  World  War  II 
have  turned  out  the  same  without  Winston  Churchill  insist- 
ing that  a  weakened  Britain  would  fight  on  alone,  as  irra- 
tional as  that  seemed  to  many  at  the  time,  or  if  FDR  had  lis- 
tened to  the  America  Firsters? 

The  artifacts  we  collect-particularly  those  with  slo- 
gans-represent the  contemporary  thoughts  of  their  wear- 
ers. The  best  example  of  diis  is  the  nearly  2,000  Wendell 
Willkie  slogan  buttons  from  the  1940  campaign.  Many  of 
these  buttons  were  literally  thought  up  and  manufactured 
overnight  by  several  active  New  York  Citv  and  Newark,  New 
Jersey  button  manufacturers,  reacting  to  a  particular  news 
item,  speech  or  other  issue  of  die  dav. 

For  instance,  there  are  over  30  different  buttons  refer- 
ring to  the  naming  of  Elliot  Roosevelt  as  an  Army  captain. 
Although  the  pejorative  slogans  indicated  that  this  was  a 
case  of  presidential  favoritism,  President  Roosevelt  did  not 
ask  for  the  appointment:  it  was  required  by  the  military  to 
meet  regulations  regarding  access  to  official  aircraft,  ships 
and  shore  facilities  for  Elliot  while  accompanying  his 
father  on  official  trips. 

The  accusation  about  using  a  battleship  to  retrieve 


FDR's  dog,  Fala,  who  had  accidentally  been  left  behind  on 
a  presidential  trip,  resulted  in  10  or  more  buttons.  The  "6 
million  pigs"  button  referred  to  a  Department  of 
Agriculture  action  while  V.P.  candidate  Henrv  Wallace  was 
Secretary  of  that  department. 

Over  the  years.  The  Keynoter  has  offered  explanations 
for  a  number  of  buttons  whose  reason  for  issuance  wasn't 
clear  ("Groundhogs  for  Roosevelt",  the  various  Equality 
buttons,  etc.).  But  others  from  the  distant  past  are  still 
unclear  (such  as  the  Parker  "Shure  Mike"  rooster  and  the 
presumably  Parker  "Push  Things) .  This  column  will  picture 
and  explain  a  wide  variety  of  political,  cause  and  other  his- 
torical items,  mostly  buttons  that  have  a  story  worth  telling. 

Some  you  may  have  wondered  about,  others  you  may 
never  have  seen,  but  all  of  them  will  be  put  on  die  record 
for  you  and  for  collectors  in  years  to  come.  I  hope  that  this 
column  will  show'  that  history  is  fun,  and  that  there  are 
often  interesting  historical  connections  to  the  items  we  col- 
lect. Like  a  vast  jigsaw  puzzle,  sometimes  the  most  surpris- 
ing pieces  fit  together.  If  you  have  items  and  stories  you 
would  like  to  see  featured,  please  let  me  know. 

Note  die  ribbon  on  this  page.  I  bought  this  several  years 
ago  not  because  of  the  rather  common  TR  button,  but 
because  of  my  interest  in  having  some  tangible  connection 
to  the  great  drama  surrounding  the  building  of  the 
Brooklyn  Bridge  (see  David  McCullough's  excellent  book 
The  Great  Bridge) . 

John  A.  Roebling  was  America's  premier  designer  and 
builder  of  suspension  bridges,  and  New  York's  Brooklyn 
Bridge  was  his  masterwork.  The  world's  most  advanced  bridge 
design,  construction  was  made  possible  thanks  to  Roebling's 
design  for  pneumatic  caissons  and  his  invention  of  multi- 
woven  steel  cable  and  the  machinery'  necessary  to  manufac- 
ture it  at  his  factory'  in  Trenton.  New  Jersey.  John  Roebling 
did  not  live  to  see  the  completion  of  his  architecturally  stun- 
ning bridge.  While  supervising  the  start  of  construction,  he 
was  the  victim  of  an  accident  on  the  construction  site  that 
smashed  his  foot.  He  developed  a  tetanus  infection  and  died 
shortly  thereafter,  in  1869.  His  son,  Washington  Roebling. 
directed  the  actual  construction  of  the  bridge,  which  was 
opened  to  great  fanfare  by  President  Chester  Arthur  and  NY 
Governor  Grover  Cleveland  in  May  1883. 

This  ribbon  was  issued  in  1904  by  a  local  Republican 
Club  (probably  in  Trenton)  that  chose  to  name  itself  after 
a  well-known  community  figure.  It  was  quite  common  for 
local  political  clubs  of  the  time  to  name  themselves  after 

(Continued  on  page  19) 
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Campaign  Button  Lags  in  '58  Races 
Parties  Still  Order  Millions  of  Pins  but  They 
Can't  Get  People  to  Wear  Them 

(Reprinted  from  the  November  2,  1958  The  New  York  Times) 
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The  campaign  button  appears  to  be  going  the  way  of  the 
torchlight  parade,  an  informal  survey  indicated  yesterday. 

Republican  and  Democratic  spokesmen  agreed  that  this 
is  not  a  good  year  for  buttons.  The  major  share  of  campaign 
budgets  is  being  spent  for  television  and  radio  time.  Some 
campaign  workers  are  saying  that  buttons  are  a  waste  of 
money.  The  Liberal  Party  is  using  Democratic  buttons  and 
has  one  for  its  own  candidate  for  Attorney  General,  Edward 
Goodell. 

Both  major  parties  have  ordered  millions  of  buttons, 
ranging  from  the  subdued  to  the  flamboyant,  but  admit  that 
it  is  difficult  to  get  voters  or  even  schoolchildren  to  wear 
them. 

"Maybe  New  Yorkers  are  too  blase  to  wear  buttons,"  a 
spokesman  at  Citizens  for  Rockefeller-Keating  said.  'You 
don't  have  much  trouble  getting  them  to  take  the  but- 
tons-the  free  ones  at  any  rate-but  instead  of  wearing  them 
they  leave  them  in  their  pockets." 

Citizens  for  Rockefeller-Keating  is  featuring  photographs 
of  its  candidates.  One  button,  aimed  at  capturing  the  fancy 
of  younger  voters,  has  the  legend,  "Roll  With  Rock." 

Pin  Is  Convertible 

A  shop  operated  by  the  organization  at  336  Park  Avenue, 
at  Fifty-first  Street,  features  a  blue  Rockefeller  pin  encircled 
by  two  tiers  of  rhinestones  for  women.  The  button  is  remov- 
able, allowing  for  either  a  pre-election  change  of  opinion  or 
general  post-election  use.  There  is  no  set  charge  for  the  pin, 
but  it  might  be  difficult  to  get  it  out  of  the  shop  for  a  dona- 
tion of  less  than  $2. 

The  women  in  the  Citizens  for  Harriman  shop  in  the 
same  building  are  proudest  of  a  rectangular  button  with  a 
slogan  devised  by  the  Governor's  wife.  "Give  'Em  Harriman 
and  Hogan,"  the  button  declares,  giving  a  new  twist  to  the 
battle  cry  of  President  Truman's  1948  campaign. 

Both  shops  offer  Spanish  buttons:  "Ave  Sabe,"  which 
means  "I  know  Ave"  and  rhymes,  if  pronounced  accurately, 


and  "Me  Gusta  Rockefeller,"  which  means  "I  Like 
Rockefeller"  and  does  not  rhyme. 

The  state  headquarters  of  both  parties  favor  more  formal 
buttons.  Republican  headquarters  is  using  a  "basic"  button 
for  each  of  the  five  candidates  on  the  state  ticket.  These  are 
distributed  to  county  organizations  in  amounts  depending 
on  party  registration.  However,  Westchester  and  Chenango 
Counties,  where  button-pinning  is  taken  seriously,  receive 
extra  allotments. 

Manufacturer  Is  Confident 

Democratic  headquarters  retains  60  per  cent  of  its  but- 
tons for  city  distribution  and  sends  40  per  cent  upstate. 

The  chief  spokesman  for  the  button  industry  is  Emanuel 
Ress,  who  says  he  devised  the  "I  Like  Ike"  slogan.  Mr.  Ress, 
head  of  the  Emress  Specialty  Company,  716  Broadway, 
makes  buttons  for  both  parties.  He  is  sure  campaign  buttons 
will  always  be  worn. 

"The  button  is  a  point-of-purchase  display  piece,"  he  says. 
"Seeing  button  after  button  proclaiming  allegiance  for  a 
candidate  has  a  powerful  effect  on  an  uncommitted  voter." 

A  final  word  on  buttons  comes  from  Dr.  Emil  A.  Gutheil, 
editor  of  the  American  Journal  of  Psychotherapy.  "A  button 
has  a  magical  character,  like  an  Indian's  warpaint,"  he  says. 
"By  wearing  it,  a  person  rallies  his  allies  and  frightens  his 
foes.  It  also  is  a  wish-fulfillment.  A  person  who  wears  a  big 
button  is  wishing  harder  than  a  person  who  wears  a  small 
one."* 
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The  First  Rockefeller  Item 

By  Michael  Kelly 


The  Winter,  1990  Keynoter  (Vol.  90,  No.  3)  featured  an 
in  depth  review  of  the  political  career  of  New  York  gover- 
nor and  presidential  hopeful  Nelson  Rockefeller.  As  is 
often  die  case,  interesting  items  emerged  after  the  story 
was  printed.  The  cartoon  pictured  on  the  next  page  is 
almost  certainly  the  very  first  Rockefeller-for-President 
item,  although  the  Rockefeller  pictured  is  Nelson's 
grandfather,  John  D.  Rockefeller.  It's  a  cartoon  from  a 
1903  issue  of  The  New  Yorker,  five  years  before  Nelson 
Rockefeller  was  even  born.  The  cartoon  by  artist  T.E. 
Powers  imagines  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  stepping 
aside  to  allow  John  D.  Rockefeller  to  assume  the  presi- 
dential chair.  Powers  figures  that  the  Rockefeller  family 
would  control  the  nation's  finances  and  also  features  John 
D.  Rockefeller,  Jr.  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  William 
Rockefeller  as  Director  of  the  Mints  and  Senator  Nelson 
Aldrich  (whose  nephew  and  namesake  was  Nelson 
Aldrich  Rockefeller)  as  Attorney  General. 

Cartoonist  Powers  clearly  didn't  like  the  prospect  but 
the  same  idea  again  appeared  in  The  Neio  Yorker  65  years 


later  when  a  1968  cartoon  shows  GOP  bigwigs  discussing 
another  proposed  cabinet  filled  with  Rockefellers. 
Nelson's  brothers  (each  known  for  innovations  in  differ- 
ing realms)  are  assigned  appropriate  portfolios;  Citibank 
president  David  Rockefeller  gets  Treasury,  conservationist 
Laurance  Rockefeller  is  named  Secretary  of  Interior  while 
Winthrop  Rockefeller  of  Arkansas'  famous  Winrock  Farm 
is  up  for  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

It  recalls  the  story  William  Safire  tells  of  a  conversation 
with  president-elect  Richard  Nixon  shortly  after  the  1968 
election.  Having  already  discussed  Nelson  Rockefeller  as  a 
possibility  for  State  or  Defense,  Safire  raised  the  name  of 
David  Rockefeller  for  Treasury.  Safire  paused  and  correct- 
ed himself,  "No,  you  can't  have  two  Rockefellers."  The  pre- 
viously silent  Nixon  replied  without  changing  expression; 
"Is  there  a  law  that  says  we  have  to  have  one?"  Neither 
Nelson  -  nor  any  other  Rockefeller  -  was  appointed. 

Perhaps  in  the  next  decade  or  two,  some  future  issue 
of  The  New  Yorker  will  bring  the  joke  back  again  if  Sen.  Jay 
Rockefeller  runs  for  president.* 


"How  about  Nelson  Rockefeller  as  President,  David  Rockefeller  as 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Winthrop  Rockefeller  as  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  Laurance  Rockefeller  as  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  John  .  . 
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He  thinks  that  Rockefeller  would  be  appropriate,  and  outlines  the 
probable  Rockefeller  cabinet  as  follows: 
J.  D.  Rockefeller-President. 

J.  D.  Rockefeller,  Jr.-Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  High  Custodian  of 
the  Key. 

William  Rockefeller  (Bill)-Director  of  the  Mints,  to  see  that  no  one 
outside  the  family  gets  any  money. 

Stillman-General  Suppressor  of  the  Currency. 
Aldrich-Attorney-General  and  Handy  Man  Around  the  Oil  Tanks. 
Foxy  Grandpa  Platt-Postmaster-General. 

John  W.  Gates-Secretary  of  War,  assisted  by  Chauncey  Depew. 
Messenger. 

Andy  Carnegie-Secretary  of  the  Golf  Links. 


ROCKEFELLER 

f°r  PRESIDENT 


Upper  left:  A  New  Yorker  cartoon  from  1903.  Upper  right:  John  D.  Rockefeller.  Bottom:  A  bumper  sticker  (50%  reduced) 
from  Nelson  Rockefeller's  1964  campaign  for  President. 
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Smoot  of  Utah 

(Submitted  by  John  Gingerich) 


There  was  a  U.S.  Senator  from  Utah  named  Reed  Smoot, 
who  was  elected  as  a  Republican  to  the  Senate  in  1902; 
then  reelected  in  1908,  1914,  1920,  and  1926  before  losing 
reelection  in  1932.  Smoot  is  best  known  for  a  strongly  pro- 


tectionist tariff,  the  Smoot-Hawley  Tariff  Act  of  1930;  and 
for  a  fight  against  pornography,  which  led  to  the  classic 
headline  in  many  newspapers,  "Smoot  Smites  Smut".  The 
controversy  inspired  the  late  Ogden  Nash  to  write  a  poem. 


Invocation 

(SMOOT  PLANS  TARIFF  BAN  ON  IMPROPER 
BOOKS  -  News  Item) 


Senator  Smoot  (Republican,  Ut.) 
Is  planning  a  ban  on  smut. 
Oh  rooti-ti-toot  for  Smoot  of  Ut. 
And  his  reverend  occiput. 
Smite,  Smoot,  smite  for  Ut., 
Grit  your  molars  and  do  your  dut., 

Gird  up  your  1  ns, 

Smite  h_p  and  th_gh. 
We'll  all  be  Kansas 
By  and  by. 

Smite,  Smoot,  for  the  Watch  and  Ward, 
For  Hiram  Johnson  and  Henry  Ford, 
For  Bishop  Cannon  and  John  D.,  Junior, 
For  ex-Gov.  Pinchot  of  Pennsylvunia, 
For  John  S.  Sumner  and  Elder  Hays 
And  possiblv  Edward  L.  Bernays, 
For  Orville  Poland  and  Ella  Boole, 
For  Mother  Machree  and  the  Shelton  pool. 
When  smut's  to  be  smitten 
Smoot  will  smite 
For  G-d,  for  country, 
And  Fahrenheit. 

Senator  Smoot  is  an  institute 

Not  to  be  bribed  with  pelf; 

He  guards  our  homes  from  erotic  tomes 

By  reading  them  all  himself. 

Smite,  Smoot,  smite  for  Ut., 

Thev're  smuggling  smut  from  Bait,  to  Butte! 

Strongest  and  sternest 

Of  your  s_x 

Scatter  the  scoundrels 

From  Can.  to  Mex! 


Smite,  Smoot,  for  Smedley  Butler, 

For  any  good  man  by  the  name  of  Cutler, 

Smite  for  the  W.C.T.U, 

For  Rockne's  team  and  for  Leader's  crew, 

For  Florence  Coolidge  and  Admiral  Byrd, 

For  Billy  Sunday  and  John  D.,  Third, 

For  Grantland  Rice  and  for  Albie  Booth, 

For  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  of  Duluth, 

Smite,  Smoot, 

Be  rugged  and  rough, 

Smut  if  smitten 

Is  front-page  stuff. 

-  Ogden  Nash 


(Continued  from  page  25) 

Governor  John  Trumbull  and  the  wife  of  President  Calvin 
Coolidge's  oldest  son,  John.  Professor  Robert  T.  Rhode,  howev- 
er, theorizes  the  poem  refers  to  vacation  resorts.  He  states, 
"Florence  and  Coolidge  are  resort  towns  in  Arizona  and  are 
often  mentioned  together  as  though  they  were  one  place." 

Admiral  Richard  E.  Byrd,  the  brother  of  Virginia's  Senator 
Harry  Byrd,  was  famed  in  the  Twenties  and  Thirties  as  a  daring 
explorer  of  the  polar  regions  and  a  pioneering  aviator.  He  was 
a  symbol  of  austere,  traditional  values. 

Billy  Sunday  was  a  fundamentalist  preacher  and  evangelist, 
famous  for  his  massive  revivals.  Sunday  was  a  strong  leader  in 
the  Prohibition  movement. 

Grandand  Rice  was  a  gifted  sportswriter,  known  as  a  strong 
family  man  and  advocate  of  good  sportsmanship  as  a  vehicle  for 
social  improvement. 

Ogden  Nash  seemed  to  dislike  sports.  Albie  Booth  was  a  Yale 
football  player  responsible  for  one  of  the  most  outstanding  indi- 
vidual performances  in  college  sports.  In  a  game  against  Army 
on  October  26,  1929  (just  as  the  Great  Depression  began), 
Booth  called  all  the  plays,  did  all  the  punting,  returned  all  the 
kicks  and  scored  all  the  points.  He  scored  three  touchdowns 
and  kicked  all  three  extra  points  to  carry  Yale  to  a  21-13  victory. 

There  may  never  have  actually  been  a  "Woman's  Auxiliary  of 
Duluth,"  but  there  was  no  shortage  of  women's  groups  around 
the  country  ready  to  deplore  immorality  in  literature.* 
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So  Who  are  All  these  People? 


By  Michael  Kelly 


The  Watch  and  Ward  Society  of  Boston  was  a  group  advocating 
censorship  of  reading  materials.  The  Society  brought  pressure 
to  block  the  sale  of  objectionable  books  by  such  authors  as 
Aiken,  Anderson,  Dos  Passos,  Dreiser,  Faulkner,  Hemingway, 
Huxley,  Joyce,  Lewis,  Sinclair,  and  Wells. 

Sen.  Hiram  Johnson  of  California  was  a  classic  Republican 
Progressive  and  TR's  running  mate  during  the  1912  Bullmoose 
campaign.  Like  most  of  the  progressives,  who 
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were  very  popular  with  their  constituents,  he 
stayed  in  office  so  long  that  the  same  posi- 
tions once  thought  progressive  were  eventu- 
ally seen  as  reactionary. 
Auto  magnate  Henry  Ford's  success  in  busi- 
ness gave  him  credibility  as  a  social  critic  with 
millions  of  Americans.  He  built  good  cars  but  was  less  sue 
cessful  in  politics,  losing  a  close  (possibly  stolen)  U.S. 
Senate  race  in  Michigan  and  a  couple  "Draft  Henry  Ford 
for  President"  booms.  An  anti-intellectual,  he  once  said,  "I 
don't  like  to  read  books.  They  muss  up  my  mind." 

Bishop  James  Cannon  was  a  leading  Anti-Saloon 
Leaguer  and  head  of  the  World  League  Against 
Alcoholism.  During  the  1928  presidential  cam- 
paign, he  delivered  violent  tirades  against  Alfred 
E.  Smith  for  supporting  repeal  of  the 
Prohibition  Amendment. 

John  D.  Rockefeller,  Jr.  and  John  D. 
Rockefeller  III  were  heirs  to  the  great 
Standard  Oil  fortune.  They  represented 
the  family's  public  face  that  emphasized 
public  virtue  and  avoided  ostentatious  dis- 
plays of  wasteful  luxury. 

Gov.  Gifford  Pinchot  of  Pennsylvania 
was  best  known  as  the  man  who  led 
Theodore  Roosevelt's  conservation  efforts. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  progressives  to  break  with 
President  Taft  and  went  on  to  win  two  terms  as 
governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

John  S.  Sumner,  leader  of  the  New  York 
Society  for  the  Suppression  of  Vice,  took  writers 
and  publishers  to  court  in  an  attempt  to  ban  all 
improper  literature.   He  did  not,  apparently,  suc- 
ceed. 

There  are  two  possible  candidates  for  "Elder 
Hays."  Milo  Hays  was  an  elder  of  the  Church  of 

Latter  Day 
Saints  (the 
Mormons), 
was  dismissed  by 
the  church  for  hav- 
ing "broken 
covenant."  The 
other    is  Arthur 
Garfield  Hays  (he 
was  born  in  1881 
and    his  parents 
must  have  support- 


Ella  Boole 
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Bishop  James  Cannon,  Jr. 


ed  the  Garfield/ 
Arthur  ticket  in 
1880).  This  Hays 
was  an  attorney  who 
assisted  Clarence 
Darrow  in  the 
Tennessee  Scopes 
trial  over  teaching 
evolution. 

Edward  L. 
Bernays  was  a  pio- 
neer in  developing 
public  relations, 
especially  with 
President 

Woodrow  Wilson's  War  Department's  Committee  on 
Public  Information,  the  propaganda  arm  of  the  govern- 
ment during  World  War  I,  known  as  the  Creel  Committee. 

Orville  Poland  was  a  lobbyist  who  worked  for 
the  law  enforcement  division  of  the  Anti-Saloon 
League  and  lobbied  on  behalf  of  the  League's 
legislative  department. 

Ella  Boole  was  president  of  the  Women's 
Christian  Temperance  Union  (WCTU),  a 
powerful  organization  opposing  alcohol 
and  impurity  in  all  its  forms. 

"Mother  Machree"  was  the  name  of  a 
sentimental  Irish  tune  of  the  era.  Irish- 
Catholics  often  seemed  to  take  particular 
offense  at  prurient  material.  (Note  Knute 
Rockne  reference  below). 

Don  Odell  Shelton  was  a  minister  identi- 
fied in  the  Twenties  with  the  National  Bible 
Institute.  Shelton  was  a  leader  of  the  YMG\ 
in  New  York  and  taught  courses  on  biblical 
interpretation. 

Retired  Marine  General  Smedley  Buder, 
an  immensely  popular  figure  among  veterans, 
became  a  vocal  opponent  of  the  Hoover 
Administration,  participating  in  Bonus  Army 
demonstrations   and    making  inflammatory 
speeches.  In  1932,  he  failed  to  win  a  bid  to  become 
a  Republican  nominee  for  the  U.S.  Senate  on  a  prohi- 
bition platform. 

Billy  Sunday     Gov.  John  C.  Cuder  of  Utah  was  a  political  ally  of  Smoot.  The 
two  men  closely  cooperated  to  maximize  federal  patronage, 
giving  their  circle  the  nickname  "The  Federal  Bunch." 

"Rockne 's  team"  refers  to  University  of  Notre  Dame  coach 
Knute  Rockne,  a  major  sports  icon  of  the  era.  From  1918 
through  1930,  his  Fighting  Irish  won  105  games,  lost  12  and  tied 
5.  Notre  Dame  had  a  long-standing  reputation  for  good  behav- 
ior and  sportsmanship. 

"Leader's  crew"  refers  to  famed  Yale  rowing  coach  Edwin 
Leader.  Nash  seemed  to  have  a  hostile  attitude  to  the  image  of 
college  athletes  as  robust  examples  of  pure  American  manhood. 
Florence  Coolidge  was  the  daughter  of  Connecticut 

(Continued  on  page  24) 
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ojfcjcrSQy   "A  New  Vision  for  America": 


Pat  Robertson  for 
President  '88 

(a  Kevnoter  inter  view  bv  Richard  Rector) 


Marion  G.  "Pat"  Robertson  was  born  in  Lexington.  Virginia  on  March  22.  1930.  the  second  son  of  U.S.  Senator  and 
Mrs.  A.  Willis  Robertson.  He  was  a  golden  gloves  boxer.  Phi  Beta  Kappa  at  Washington  and  Lee  University,  combat 
officer  in  the  Korean  War.  and  earned  a  law  degree  from  Yale.  Bv  1956.  he  was  an  executive  with  the  W.  R.  Grace 
Companv  and  serving  as  die  Staten  Island  chairman  of  Adali  Stevenson's  presidential  campaign. 

But  he  felt  an  emptiness  in  his  life  and  gave  everything  up.  He  began  a  spiritual  journey  that  would  lead  him  to 
earn  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree  from  New  York  Theological  Seminarv.  It  would  also  lead  him  to  purchase  a  TV  sta- 
tion in  the  Tidewater  section  of  Virginia. 

Bv  the  1980 's.  that  one  TV  station  had  grown  to  become  the  Christian  Broadcasting  Network  (CBN),  an  interna- 
tional organization  and  a  national  cable  TV  channel.  As  host  of  CBX*s  "The  700  Club."  Pat  Robertson  became  known 
across  the  country. 

Manx  in  the  news  media  scoffed  when  Robertson  announced  as  a  candidate  for  the  1988  Republican  presidential 
nomination,  but  thev  weren't  laughing  when  it  was  over.  He  had  amassed  the  second  largest  block  of  delegates  to  the 
Republican  National  Convention  and  third  place  in  the  popular  vote,  behind  George  Bush  and  Bob  Dole. 


Keynoter:  Were  vou  involved  in  the  campaigns  of  vour  father. 
U.S.  Senator  A.  "Willis  Robertson  of  Virginia? 


Congress 


Robertson:  Yes.  I  was  part  of  a  Robertson  for 
Campaign  Committee  when  I  was.  I  think,  in  the  seventh 
grade.  When  he  ran  the  last  time  for  the  Senate.  I  helped  him 
write  some  speeches  and  did  some  work,  but  I  was  not  reallv 
a  part  of  his  campaign  apparatus.  But  I  lived  politics  from 
1932  until  he  left  the  Senate  in  1966. 

Keynoter:  When  he  was  defeated  for  renomination  in  1966  bv 
a  more  liberal  opponent,  what  was  vour  personal  response? 

Robertson:  Frankly  it  was  a  crushing  blow.  I  felt  deeply  sad- 
dened because  it  meant  the  end  of  an  era  here  in  Virginia. 


.\nd  I  was  quite  grieved  because  I  had  worked  verv  hard  to  see 
him  renominated.  He  onlv  lost  bv  600  votes.  So.  it  was  a  very 
sad  thin?  for  me. 

Keynoter:  Did  vour  father  pass  on  anv  advice  on  campaigns  or 
politics? 

Robertson:  We  lived  politics  in  Virginia.  He  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ers of  the  Democratic  Party  in  Virginia.  He  was  a  senior 
United  States  Senator.  I  worked  for  the  Senate 
Appropriations  Committee  one  summer.  We  talked  constant- 
ly about  political  things.  Not  so  much  campaigns  because  the 
campaigns  we  have  today  are  far  different  from  what  he  had 
when  he  was  a  member  of  the  dominant  party's  ruling 
machine,  [chuckle]  It's  a  different  matter. 

Keynoter:  During  the  1988  campaign  vou  got  into  an  argu- 
ment with  1972  GOP  presidential  hopeful  Pete  McCloskev 
over  your  Korean  War  record.  What  is  your  side  of  the  story? 

Robertson:  Well,  it's  very  simple:  I  served  in  Korea.  I  have  three 
battle  stars  for  combat  in  Korea.  I  was  with  a  combat  division. 
I  was  at  their  forward  command  post  and  to  make  a  charge 
that  I  somehow  ducked  military  service  because  of  my  father's 
influence  was  absurd.  McCloskev  just  didn't  know  what  he  was 
talking  about.  He's  the  man  who  is  prettv  much  an  anti- 
Semite  and.  remember,  he  ran  against  Nixon  for  the 
Republican  nomination.  He  was  alwavs  looked  upon  as  sort  of 
a  gadfly  But  the  media  seized  on  that  and  it  just  wasn't  true.  I 
have  mv  senice  record  to  prove  it. 

Keynoter:  The  media  first  noticed  Christians  as  politically 
active  in  1976  behind  the  candidacy  of  born  again  Christian 
Jimmy  Carter.  Four  vears  later  Christian  voters  seemed  to  turn 
from  President  Carter  and  support  Ronald  Reagan.  What  is 
vour  perspective  on  the  rise  of  political  activism  among  the 
church  community? 
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Pat  Robertson's  father,  A.  Willis 
Robertson,  was  a  US  Congressman 
from  1932  until  1946,  when  he  was 
elected  Senator.  He  served  in  the 
Senate  until  1966.  Pat  Robertson 
returned  to  active  politics  in  1978  when 
he  supported  Virginia  Democrat  Conoly 
Phillips  for  US  Senator.  Note  the  reli- 
gious theme  in  Phillips  literature. 


Robertson:  It's  an  amazing  thing  that  took  place.  During  ih.il 
period  of  time  that  yon  mentioned,  about  six  million 
Evangelical  Christians  moved  from  the  Democratic  Party  to 
the  Republican  Party.  Instead  of  spending  effort  to  move 
them  back,  the  Democrats  have  done  everything  they  can  to 
alienate  them.  It's  simply  incredible  to  me  that  they  wouldn't 
recognize  that  they  have  lost  a  great  opportunity  because 
most  of  these  Evangelicals,  at  least  in  the  South,  were  former 
Democrats.  I  think  they  were  quite  disillusioned  with  Jimmy 
Carter  and  what  seemed  to  be  his  inability  to  solve  the  prob- 
lem in  Iran,  the  runaway  inflation,  all  the  problems  that  came 
about  during  the  Carter  administration.  It  just  seemed  to  be 
ineptitude  and  they  didn't  feel  that  he  was  sticking  close  to  his 
principles  as  a  born  again  Christian. 

Keynoter:  In  1978,  you  actively  supported  Democrat  Conoly 
Phillips  in  his  U.S.  Senate  bid.  That  was  a  caucus/convention 
type  campaign  and  I've  always  thought  that  experience 
helped  your  success  in  the  1988  Republican  caucuses. 
[Robertson  won  the  caucuses  in  Hawaii  &  Washington  and 
ran  second  in  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota.]  How  did 
your  earlier  experience  help  in  your  presidential  run? 

Robertson:  That  was  a  very  formative  time  for  me.  I  made  the 
nominating  speech  for  Conoly  at  the  Democratic 
Convention.  He  didn't  win  it;  somebody  else  won  the  con- 
vention [Virginia  Attorney  General  Andy  Miller]  because  he 
was  better  organized.  But  I  worked  with  Conoly  and  learned 
very  much  about  how  those  caucuses  worked.  It  was  quite 
informative.  Actually  my  first  convention  was  1952  when  Adali 
Stevenson  was  nominated  by  the  Democrats  out  in  Chicago.  I 
accompanied  my  father  and  sat  on  the  floor  of  the  conven- 
tion. But  nevertheless,  this  was  the  one  that  I  was  more  active- 
ly involved  in. 

Keynoter:  Shortly  after  the  Phillips  campaign,  you  switched 
from  the  Democrats  to  the  Republicans  What  motivated  that 
change? 

Robertson:  I  think  the  whole  drift  of  the  Democratic 
Party  not  only  in  the  state  of  Virginia  but  also  in  the 
nation.  The  Democratic  Party  had  become  much 
more  liberal.  They  were  no  longer  the  Party  that  I 
had  grown  up  with,  which  was  quite  conservative. 
They  were  embracing  initiatives  that  on  every  front, 
domestically  and  foreign  policy,  that  just  didn't 
comport  to  what  I  felt  was  good  for  America. 

Keynoter::  Why  did  you  decide  to  seek  the  1988 
Republican  Presidential  nomination? 

Robertson:  Well,  Ronald  Reagan  was  a  towering  fig- 
ure: a  strong  conservative  standing  against  Soviet  imperialism 
and  for  a  free  market  economy.  It  seemed  to  me  that  there 
wasn't  anybody  at  the  time  in  the  Republican  Party  who  could 
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reflect  that  point  of  view  in  the  American  political  scene.  I 
didn't  realize  at  die  time  the  popularity  of  George  Bush,  who 
really  took  on  the  mantle  of  Ronald  Reagan.  I  was  urged  by 
many  many  people  (especially  evangelicals)  throughout  the 
country  to  be  their  champion  and  get  in  this  race,  so  I  did. 

Keynoter:  Before  you  announced,  you  stated  that  you  would 
ran  if  three  million  people  signed  a  petition  asking  you  to 
run.  What  was  the  thought  behind  that  strategy  ? 

Robetison:  I  wanted  to  make  sure  that  there  was  enough  sup- 
port to  get  into  a  race  of  this  magnitude  and  I  did  feel  that  if 
we  had  that  many  that  it  might  guarantee  the  nomination. 
Because  voting  in  primaries  had  been  so  thin  in  times  past.  I 
felt  that  if  there  were  three  million  people  and  they  in  turn, 
brought  some  others  into  the  process  that  it  might  work.  It 
was  right  down  to  the  wire.  I  didn't  have  the  three  million  and 
I  literally  was  going  to  get  out  of  the  process  and  was  ready  to 
withdrawal.  Then  things  happened  in  a  very  short  length  of 
time,  to  get  me  the  signatures  that  I  needed  to  go  forward.  I 
just  wanted  to  make  sure  there  was  some  support  out  there 
before  I  entered  the  race,  [laughs] 

Keynoter:  When  you  became  a  candidate,  you  stepped  down 
from  the  ministry.  Was  that  a  difficult  decision  to  make? 

Robertson:  It  was  a  terribly  difficult  decision  because  there 
were  many  who  said  that  getting  into  any  kind  of  political 
office  even  the  Presidency  is  a  step  down  from  being  a  servant 
of  God.  [laughs]  So  this  thing  was  a  matter  of  intense  prayer 
and  asking  the  advice  of  many  trusted  friends,  and  again  ask- 
ing for  things  like  those  signaUires  to  say  "Look,  Lord  if  you 
want  me  in  this,  make  sure  I  have  an  unmistakable  sign." 

Keynoter:  You  kicked  off  your  campaign  with  a  rally  in  New 
York's  Bedford-Stuyvesant  ghetto.  While  that  might  have 
seemed  a  positive  gesture,  hostile  protestors  marred  the 
event.  In  retrospect  was  it  a  mistake  to  start  there? 

Robertson:  In  retrospect  it  probably  was.  WTiat  happened  was 
some  militant  homosexuals  were  bussed  to  Bedford- 
Stuyvesant  from  Manhattan  and  they  came  over  and  were 
shouting  protests  and  had  signs.  It  severely  marred  what 
could  have  been  a  very  good  event.  The  reason  that  I  went  to 
Bedford-Stuyvesant  was  because  I  had  lived  there  and  I  want- 
ed to  show  that  I  indeed  identified  with  the  plight  of  the 
urban  poor,  that  I  was  going  to  run  a  campaign  that  would 
stretch  out  a  hand  of  compassion  to  those  less  fortunate  in 
our  society.  But  in  retrospect  it  wasn't  the  nicely  controlled 
event  [chuckle]  that  I  would  have  liked  as  a  photo  op  for  TV. 

Keynoter:  Michigan  Republicans  had  an  unusual  delegate 
selection  process  in  1988,  which  started  two  years  before  the 


election.  There  was  some  controversy  over  who  won.  Can  you 
tell  us  about  that? 

Robertson:  They  did  a  caucus  process  that  began  at  the 
precinct  level  and  worked  up  towards  the  congressional  dis- 
tricts and  then  on  to  the  state.  I  won  the  process  there  wasn't 
any  question  about  it.  I  had  the  majority  of  delegates  from  the 
process  that  had  been  established.  But  Peter  Secchia,  who  was 
national  committeeman  at  the  time,  was  working  for  George 
Bush  and  he  was  just  bound  and  determined  that  Bush  was 
going  to  win  Michigan  and  not  Pat  Robertson  [laughs] .  Along 
the  way,  Charlie  Black  (who  was  advising  Jack  Kemp)  made  a 
deal  with  Lee  Atwater  (who  was  advising  George  Bush)  to 
throw  the  Kemp  delegates  into  the  Bush  camp  at  the  very  last 
minute  when  we  were  organizing  the  final  state  convention. 
Once  that  was  done,  the  people  in  charge  of  the  convention 
literally  ripped  up  the  credentials  of  my  delegates  who  were 
trying  to  get  into  the  hall.  They  wouldn't  let  them  into  the 
hall.  It  was  a  terrible  thing.  I  don't  think  George  Bush  knew 
what  was  happening.  I'm  sure  that  Jack  Kemp  didn't  under- 
stand the  magnitude  of  what  had  been  done.  We  had  control 
of  that  convention  in  the  hands  of  the  conservatives,  and  it 
was  given  up  by  that  backroom  deal. 

Keynoter:  Your  second  place  showing  in  the  Iowa  Caucus  put 
you  on  the  covers  of  the  national  news  magazines.  What  was 
it  like  to  finally  be  noticed  by  the  mainstream  press? 

Robertson:  Well,  it  was  a  very  exhilarating  experience.  Again 
Iowa  was  a  caucus  state.  My  Michigan  campaign  director, 
Marlene  Elwell,  had  come  in  from  Michigan  to  Iowa  to  orga- 
nize Iowa  for  me  and  she  had  done  a  masterful  job  of  putting 
together  a  grassroots  organization,  which  turned  people  out 
for  those  caucuses,  despite  the  ridicule  from  the  Des  Moines 
Register  and  other  media  outlets.  The  Iowa  victory  was  quite 
sweet.  I  knew  that  we  had  that  kind  of  a  substantial  base  in 
Iowa  but  it  rolled  in  probably  much  more  than  the  polls 
showed.  It  almost  doubled  what  the  initial  polls  were,  so  I  was 
very  gratified  to  see  it. 

Keynoter:  1988  marked  the  beginning  of  the  press  as  "charac- 
ter cop."  They  drove  Gary  Hart  and  Joe  Biden  from  the  race 
then  began  to  hammer  you.  You  hung  in  there.  What  is  it  like 
on  the  receiving  end  of  a  media  "feeding  frenzy"? 

Robertson:  I  often  likened  it  to  somebody  who  was  running  a 
race  on  a  track  and  trying  to  outdistance  the  other  runners  and 
to  have  some  thug  with  a  blackjack  come  out  of  the  stands  and 
hit  you  over  the  head  periodically,  [laughs]  The  people  were 
very  gracious  to  me.  My  fellow  competitors  were  very  gracious 
to  me,  but  the  media  was  just  vicious.  Not  all,  of  course.  There 
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were  some  very  fine,  fair  reporters.  But  the  general  thought 
was  that  people  who  were  conservative,  religious  conservatives, 
did  not  deserve  to  have  a  voice  in  the  public  arena.  There  were 
papers  like  The  Washington  Post  that  were  just  absolutely  deter- 
mined to  keep  me  from  getting  my  head  above  water. 

Keynoter:  You  participated  in  all  of  the  nationally  televised 
Republican  Presidential  debates.  How  do  you  feel  about  your 
performance  in  those  debates? 

Robertson:  After  the  one  in  Houston,  I  got  the  award  as  the 
biggest  surprise.  I  think  people  didn't  think  that  I  was  familiar 
with  issues.  I  had  been  dealing  with  national  issues  for  years  as 
a  commentator  and  news  reporter.  I  was  very  much  up  on  the 
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Three  stickers  and  four  buttons  from  Robertson's  1988  presiden- 
tial campaign.  The  two  buttons  on  the  bottom  were  from  the  con- 
troversial batde  in  Michigan.  The  "Michigan  First"  button  boasted 
of  that  state's  early  delegate  selection  process  and  Robertson's 
expected  victory.  The  "United  We  Stand"  button  promoted  a 
Robertson /Kemp  alliance,  that  was  shattered  when  Kempers  went 
over  to  Bush  in  exchange  for  a  large  number  of  delegates.  For 
more  detail  on  that  story,  see  "Campaign  Diary"  by  Michael  Kelly 
in  the  Summer/Fall  1988  issue  of  The  Keynoter. 
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Top:  A  political  cartoon  reflecting  Robertson's  early  strength  in  the  Iowa  Caucuses; 
Robertson  unexpectedly  ran  ahead  of  George  Bush  and  came  close  to  beating  farm- 
state  favorite  Bob  Dole.  Middle:  A  "Doonesbury:  cartoon  from  the  1988  campaign. 
Bottom:  two  official  Robertson  buttons  and  a  button  from  the  caucus  campaigns. 
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issues  confronting  the  country.  So  there  was  a  big  surprise  fac- 
tor and  I  felt  that  I  did  quite  well.  There  was  one  place  having 
to  do  with  Cuban  missiles.  I  was  briefed  by  one  of  Jesse  Helms' 
Foreign  Affairs  Committee  staffers  who  gave  me  some  infor- 
mation about  Cuban  missiles  that  was  strictly  second  hand.  I 
had  no  first  hand  information.  I  merely  asked  George  Bush  a 
question  about  it:  "I'm  under  the  impression  that  there  are  SS- 
4's  and  -5  s  in  Cuba.  What  do  you  think?"  On  the  strength  of 
merely  a  question  to  one  of  our  fellow  participants,  the  media 
started  playing  that  I  had  made  such  an  allegation,  which  I 
hadn't,  and  away  we  went.  That  hurt  me.  But  by  and  large  I 
think  that  my  debate  performances  were  credible. 

Keynoter:  That  year,  NBC  had  an  odd  debate  that  featured  the 
seven  Democratic  hopefuls  as  well  as  the  six  Republican  pres- 
idential candidates.  How  did  that  work  out? 

Robertson:  I  laughingly  said  that  it  was  like  the  Republicans 
were  up  against  the  seven  dwarfs.  I  felt  that  the  Democratic 
contenders  that  year  were  just  not  up  to  the  standards  of  what 
we  had.  We  had  a  sitting  Vice  President  [George  Bush].  We 
had  the  minority  leader  of  the  United  States  Senate  [Bob 
Dole]  who  himself  had  run  as  a  Vice  Presidential  candidate. 
We  had  a  leading  member  of  the  House  [Jack  Kemp] ,  a  for- 
mer football  star.  We  had  Al  Haig,  who  had  been  a  four  star 
general,  Secretary  of  State  and  White  House  Chief  of  Staff.  So 
it  was  a  very  distinguished  group  and  I  think  the  debate  was 
on  a  very  high  level.  I  didn't  feel  that  the  candidates  of  the 
Democratic  Party  had  the  same  stature  as  the  Republicans  in 
that  particular  encounter. 

Keynoter:You  had  the  support  of  former  NFL  star  Rosey  Grier 
whose  last  political  role  was  as  a  bodyguard  for  Bobby 
Kennedy.  How  did  that  come  about? 

Robertson:  Rosey  had  made  a  decision  for  Christ.  He  was  a  very 
dedicated  Christian,  and  had  become  a  very  marvelous 
friend.  So  it  was  a  pleasure  having  him  with  me  on  occasion 
because  he  was  a  very  popular  person. 

Keynoter:  Some  say  that  the  Jim  and  Tammy  Bakker  and  Jimmy 
Swaggart  scandals  were  timed  to  damage  your  campaign. 
What's  your  opinion? 

Robertson:  There  was  some  reporting  from  a  man  who  had 
worked  in  the  Bush  campaign  that  indeed  they  had  held  that 
Swaggart  scandal  until  the  very  end.  I  don't  think  they  did  the 
Jim  and  Tammy  thing.  But  I  think  there  may  well  have  been 
some  timing  on  the  Swaggart  matter  to  bring  it  out  at  that 
time.  They  certainly  hurt  me  and  one  never  knows  when  he  is 


dealing  with  skilled  professionals  like  Lee  Atwater  what  they 
are  doing  to  you.  But  I  wouldn't  be  at  all  surprised,  if  there 
was  a  possibility  of  holding  such  news  as  that,  they  did  it. 

Keynoter:  The  White  House  is  the  only  office  you  have  sought. 
How  did  you  like  campaigning? 

Robertson:  Campaigning  is  exhausting.  When  it  was  over  I  felt 
that  I  was  recovering  from  a  major  illness.  It  took  me  five  or 
six  months  to  get  back  mentally  and  physically  to  where  I  was 
before.  It  is  exhilarating  and  when  you  are  in  the  middle  of  it, 
there  is  enormous  amount  of  energy  that  you  are  expending 
and  there  is  a  reservoir  of  energy.  But  when  it  is  over,  it's  like 
running  a  marathon.  You  are  very  exhausted.  I  found  that  I 
was  outrunning  the  Secret  Service;  I  was  outrunning  the  news 
media.  Those  with  me  were  gasping  with  fatigue  and  I  was  still 
going  strong.  It  frankly  is  a  very  exhilarating  experience.  But 
when  it  is  all  over,  there  is  a  horrible  let  down;  especially  when 
you  lose. 

Keynoter:  You  are  a  very  controversial  public  figure.  Were 
there  any  threats  or  incidents  on  the  campaign  trail? 

Robertson:  Yes,  there  was  one  guy  up  in  New  Hampshire  that 
came  to  a  church  service  with  a  knife.  He  was  mad  at  his 
father  and  his  father  liked  me,  so  he  transferred  his  animosi- 
ty to  me.  The  security  got  ahold  of  him.  I  don't  recall  having 
any  unpleasantness  other  than  the  incident  in  Brooklyn.  I  was 
frankly  very  surprised.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  most  of  the  crowds 


Page  :v> 


The  Keynoter 


that  I  had  were  very  warm  and  very  friendly.  There  were  some 
protestors  in  a  college  up  in  Michigan  when  I  was  c  ampaign- 
ing there  and  the  protests  were  being  led  by  some  Sixties-type 
professors  who  were  still  recovering  from  being  Anti-Vietnam 
W  ar  protestors.  They  were  trying  to  make  some  fuss  but  they 
didn't  realh  disturb  me  at  all.  Other  than  that,  I  didn't  have 
an)  problems. 

Keynoter:  It  has  been  pointed  out  that  you  and  George  Bush 
are  a  lot  a  like.  You  are  bodi  sons  of  US  Senators,  both  grad- 
uates of  Yale,  both  successful  businessmen.  Yet  the  GOP  estab- 
lishment loved  Bush  and  seemed  to  fear  you.  Why? 

Robertson:  Well.  I  represent  more  of  die  populist  wing.  We  do 
come  from  exactly  the  same  background.  We  are  essentially 
patrician  families.  But  I  am  viewed  as  a  Evangelical  and  what 
are  known  as  "country  club"  Republicans  aren't  exacdy  com- 
fortable with  the  Evangelicals  which  are  not  exacdy  part  of  the 
"wine  and  brie"  set.  [chuckle]  As  a  result  they  have  to  get  to 
know  the  people.  I  think  more  and  more  the  Evangelicals 
have  become  really  die  mainstream  Republican  Party.  They 
have  been  the  base  of  the  Republican  Party  since  my  cam- 
paign. But  in  those  days  they  were  looked  upon  as  interlopers 
because  many  of  them  had  been  Democrats  and  they  came 
over  to  the  Republican  Party  because  of  Ronald  Reagan.  So 
there  was  certain  disquiet  with  this  group  of  people 

Keynoter:  You  campaigned  all  the  way  to  the  convention.  At 
some  point  the  press  declared  Bush  the  winner  and  stopped 
covering  you.  Were  you  lonely  on  the  campaign  trail? 

Robertson:  Not  really,  because  it  was  all  so  fast.  We  frondoaded 
that  thing  with  the  Super  Tuesday  primaries.  Bush  just 
swamped  me  in  the  South  because  he  had  been  planning  it 
for  four  years.  I  won  in  Washington  State  and  I  was  second  in 


Texas  to  Bush.  But  it  was  pretty  much  all  over.  I  withdrew,  I 
think  after  Illinois.  I  was  out  there  and  I  didn't  do  too  terribly 
well.  I  had  a  gracious  bowing  out  and  that  was  the  end  of  it. 
But  I  had  plenty  of  coverage  at  the  convention.  I  made  a 
speech  in  New  Orleans  and  had  a  large  rally  there  so  I  still 
had  a  great  deal  of  media  attention. 

Keynoter:  If  things  had  gone  the  other  way.  How  would  a 
Robertson  presidency  have  differed  from  the  Bush  presidency? 

Robertson:  I  would  have  been  more  conservative.  I  certainly 
wouldn't  have  put  Justice  Souter  on  the  Supreme  Court.  I 
think  I  would  have  cleaned  house.  I  think  there  are  many 
holdovers  from  past  Democratic  administrations  in  the 
bureaucracy  that  really  undermine  the  effectiveness  of 
Republican  conservative  administrations.  I  think  Bush  was 
more  tempered  in  dealing  with  people  than  I  would  have 
been.  I  certainly  admired  the  way  he  mobilized  our  allies  in 
the  Gulf  War.  I  also  would  never  have  made  a  "Read  my  lips, 
no  new  taxes"  pledge  and  then  reversed  it  within  two  years. 
That  was  political  suicide,  and  I  wouldn't  have  done  such  a 
thing  as  that.  I  also  would  have  kept  most  of  the  Reagan 
appointees  and  I  think  Bush  replaced  most  of  the  Reagnites 
when  he  came  in.  I  would  have  wanted  a  more  conservative 
administration  all  the  way  up  and  down  the  line. 

Keynoter:  You  got  more  then  a  million  votes  in  your  1988  pres- 
idential campaign.  Many  expected  you  to  run  again.  Why 
haven't  you? 

Robertson:  It  would  have  been  like  Don  Quixote.  Actually  I  got 
a  million,  eight  hundred  thousand  votes  and  I  won  about  five 
states.  But  that's  not  enough  to  win  the  nomination.  I  just  felt 
that  once  out  there  was  enough.  I  had  made  my  point.  I  had 
enunciated  some  initiatives  which  actually  have  been  picked 
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A  variety  of  items,  including  a  brochure,  three 
stickers  and  six  buttons.  Most  of  the  buttons  from 
1988  were  vendor  items.  Stickers  and  brochures 
are  shown  reduced. 
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Anti-Robertson  items  mocking  his  religious  background. 
"Robertson  Swaggert"  links  him  with  evangelist  Jimmy 
Swaggert,  whose  sex  scandal  broke  in  the  middle  of 
Robertson's  drive  for  the  White  House. 

up  by  the  "Contract  with  America"  and  the  Republican 
Congress.  They  have  been  picked  up  by  people  like  Steve 
Forbes  and  other  candidates.  George  W.  Bush  is  talking  about 
partial  privatization  of  Social  Security  that  was  one  of  my  ini- 
tiatives. The  flat  tax  Dick  Armey  is  talking  about.  I  talked 
about  the  fall  of  Communism  in  the  Soviet  Union  that's  taken 
place.  So  there  are  many  things  that  I  enunciated  that  have 
now  taken  place.  I  believe  that  some  of  the  points  of  view  have 
scored  in  American  public  policy.  But  I  couldn't  possibly  have 
gone  through  that  again.  It  was  extremely  costly  physically 
and  financially  for  me  to  do  that. 

Keynoter:  The  news  media  criticized  the  1992  Republican 
National  Convention  as  "hate  filled."  You  addressed  that  con- 
vention. What's  your  opinion? 

Robertson:  That's  nonsense.  There  was  one  address  and  that 
was  Pat  Buchanan's  and  he  went  over  the  line.  His  speech  was 
not  vetted  by  the  Bush  campaign  staff;  mine  was.  It  wasn't 
"hate  filled"  at  all.  I  think  there  was  a  great  deal  of  compas- 
sion. There  was  talk  about  AIDS,  there  was  talk  about  the 
poor.  But  it  was  a  standard  political  convention.  You  don't  say 
nice  things  about  your  opponents.  You  talk  about  Bill  Clinton 
as  "Slick  Willie"  and  things  like  that.  But  that's  standard  polit- 
ical convention  talk.  I  remember  the  Democrats  with  Senator 
Kennedy  leading  the  chant  "Where  was  George?"  trying  to 
show  that  George  doesn't  do  anything.  It's  just  a  question  of 
characterization.  But  the  answer  is  that  it  wasn't  "hate  filled" 
and  it  wasn't  "right-wing"  and  it  wasn't  in  the  "thrall  of  con- 
servative Christians."  It  was  a  Bush  convention  and  Bush 
made  a  very  fine  speech,  which  was  roundly  applauded.  I 
think  that  it  was  a  good  convention  and  he  came  out  of  the 
convention  with  a  bump  in  the  polls.  He  went  up  substantial- 
lv  when  the  convention  was  over  so  it  didn't  hurt  him  at  all. 

Keynoter:  Some  see  the  election  and  reelection  of  President 
Clinton  as  proof  that  you  have  been  unable  to  move  moral 
issues  to  the  front  of  the  American  political  agenda.  How  do 
you  respond  to  that? 

Robertson:  What  people  don't  understand  is  that  Clinton  pre- 
sents himself  as  a  moral  man.  He  quotes  the  Bible;  he  goes  to 
church  every  Sunday,  very  publicly.  He  says  things  that  people 
regard  as  religious.  He  is  one  of  the  most  skilled  communica- 
tors that  we  have  ever  had  in  public  life  in  America.  I  think 


the  main  thing  is  the  American  people  are  self-centered  and 
their  prosperity  is  their  most  important  goal,  their  personal 
prosperity,  their  employment  and  so  forth.  And  we  have  had 
one  of  the  most  buoyant  economies  in  the  history  of  mankind 
in  the  last  eight  years.  It  resulted  I  think  from  initiatives  that 
were  put  into  place  by  Ronald  Reagan,  and  assisted  along  by 
the  Republican  led  Congress.  But  nevertheless  Clinton  was 
getting  credit  for  it  and  people  didn't  want  to  change. 

Keynoter:  During  the  Whitewater  and  Lewinsky  investigations, 
Democrats  accused  you  of  being  part  of  a  "vast  right  wing  con- 
spiracy" against  President  Clinton.  What's  your  response  to 
that? 

Robertson:  Well,  that  is  the  most  ridiculous  thing.  Hillary 
Clinton  got  on  and  said  it  was  really  a  "right  wing  conspiracy" 
then  her  husband  admitted  he  did  all  this  and  he  lied.  Yet  the 
media  didn't  call  her  on  it.  It  was  absurd.  If  anybody  on  the 
right  had  made  such  an  absurd  statement  they  would  never 
have  heard  the  end  of  it.  It  was  utterly  ridiculous. 

Keynoter:  You  were  a  critic  of  President  George  Bush's  "New 
World  Order,"  even  writing  a  book  about  it.  Some  might  be 
surprised  therefore  to  see  you  as  an  early  supporter  of  George 
W.  Bush's  in  2000.  Didn't  you  think  President  George  W.  Bush 
would  pick  up  where  his  father  left  off? 

Robertson:  He  made  a  speech  in  Texas  that  said,  "I  want  to  say 
how  I  differ  from  my  father.  First  of  all,  I'm  not  for  a  'New 
World'  anything."  George  W.  Bush  is  a  Texan.  He  said,  "I  did- 
n't go  to  Connecticut  County  Day  School.  I  went  to  the 
schools  of  West  Texas."  He's  a  man  of  high  principle  like  his 
father,  but  he's  a  different  guy.  He's  his  own  man. 

Keynoter:  I'm  sure  that  you  have  gotten  used  to  attacks  from 
Democrats.  But  was  it  a  shock  when  such  attacks  came  from 
John  McCain? 

Robertson:  In  2000,  John  McCain  campaigned  against  his  own 
party.  He  even  campaigned  against  Governor  Jim  Gilmore  of 
Virginia,  who's  a  superb  man,  and  U.S.  Senator  John  Warner, 
who  is  a  senior  Senator  and  is  considered  a  moderate  rather 
then  a  conservative.  So  I  think  John  McCain  was  a  bit  out  of 
control  during  that  campaign.  So  it  didn't  surprise  me  at  all. 
It  just  merely  revealed  the  kind  of  person  he  is.* 
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Consequence  of  a 
Bad  Bet 


By  Milt  Salamon 


The  strange  bit  pictured  here  occurred  in  1952,  when 
Merritt  Islander  Jack  Moore  and  wife,  Betty  Ruth  got  in  to 
watch  "Truth  or  Consequences"  during  their  visit  to 
Hollywood.  Host  "Ralph  Edwards  came  into  the  audi- 
ence," Jack  said,  "and  asked  me  who  I  thought  would  win 
the  election,  Stevenson  or  Eisenhower. 

"I  said  Stevenson."  Edwards  asked  him  if  he'd  bet  on 
it-with  the  loser  paying  the  consequences.  Jack  agreed. 

Next  week,  Stevenson  lost.  Jack,  too. 

Back  on  the  program,  he  learned  he  had  to  walk  to  the 
corner  of  Hollywood  and  Vine  wearing  Stevenson  buttons. 

Jack  said  he  didn't  have  any. 

"We'll  fix  that,"  Edwards  said.  He  put  out  a  call  for  but- 
tons for Jack. 

Campaign  buttons  came  in  by  the  hundreds,  then 
thousands,  sack  after  sack. 

"I  called  Edwards  and  said,  'What  do  I  do?'  He  said, 
Buy  coveralls,  a  hat  and  a  cane.  Wrap  the  cane  in  gauze, 
and  pin  buttons  on  everything,'  "Jack  recalled. 

The  following  week  he  showed  up  on  the  program 
wearing  3,000  to  4,000  buttons. 


He  gave 

us  a 
whole  set 
of  these  — 
soup  plates 

and 
everything. 
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This  article  is  from  a  Florida  newspaper.  Above  is  a  picture  of  Jack 
Moore  decked  out  in  his  election-bet-losing  costume.  His  support 
for  Stevenson  in  1952  must  have  given  him  the  bug  because  32 
years  later,  in  1988,  Jack  Moore  ran  for  President  himself  as  a 
write-in.  Above  is  a  button  from  that  effort.  Left:  A  photo  and  cap- 
tion from  a  1964  political  joke  book  featuring  Sen.  Eugene 
McCarthy  holding  a  huge  LBJ  button.  By  1968,  McCarthy's  enthu- 
siasm for  LBJ  had  cooled  somewhat. 
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